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wonderland

Greystone:
The Ultimate

Winter



This kind of announcement is guaranteed to send 
shivers of delight through the Miller household 

where we have always celebrated winter storms. The process is 
predictable and shared by most of the people who live in the area. First, 
we hit the grocery store where long lines of frantic shoppers are stocking 
up on milk and bread. (Why do we always get milk and bread? I really 
don’t know.) Then we prepare for the power outages by bringing in a lot 
of wood, filling jugs of water, checking generators and flashlights. Then 
we sprinkle salt on the driveway and put snow shovels at the back door. 
With all preparations completed, we make a big pot of chili, light a fire, 
turn on some music, and break out the puzzles. Movie marathons, snow 
hikes, sledding, and naps are in our future...it is wonderful...and while we 
haven’t had a big snowstorm yet, we bet one is coming soon, and we can’t 
wait!

You would absolutely love being at camp during a snowstorm, as long as 
you didn’t have to sleep in a cabin! Making snow ice cream, drinking hot 
chocolate, and playing games by a crackling fire while the snow is falling 
outside is special anywhere, but especially nice at camp. 

So, if you are lucky enough to be in a snowstorm this winter, make sure 
you enjoy the moment! Check in with your camp friends, visit our Blog 
(we always post pictures of camp after a big snow), and be especially 
sweet to your family. At Greystone, we always encourage you to make 
every day a Great Day, 
especially if you are given 
a major winter storm!

Weather Alert: A major winter storm will arrive on 
Thursday, snow accumulations of up to 15 inches are 

possible… stay tuned for further information.

Brrrrrr!

Jimboy and 
Margaret

P. S. Our family has 
loved snow storms for 
many years. This was 
about 15 years ago!



What Would Happen

camp 
during a snowstorm

If we had

1

2

1

2

Flag

Breakfast 

Grab those snow 
boots and some 
gloves! Flag will 
start us off in the 
snow. After we call 
roll, it’s time for an 
epic camp-wide 
snowball fight 
before breakfast!

Snuggle up at your table with 
a warm cup of hot chocolate. 
Then head to Morning 
Assembly where we’ll be 
singing Christmas carols!



33 Morning Classes

High Adventure & High Ropes
You’ll start at the climbing wall on our new ice climbing 
course. Move over to High Ropes to see if you can reach 
the top! Feel free to eat the snow on your way up.

Zumba
Keep your energy up under 
the Dance Tent as you enjoy 
our Zumba class! To end the 
class, slide down the hill on 
your belly...the perfect new 
post-Zumba tradition.

Tennis
Finish your 

morning at tennis! 
“Around the World” 

takes on a whole 
new meaning when 

you’re playing in 
ice skates!

Fishing
Head to the canoe dock for 
some ice fishing! That’s right, 
the lake is frozen over, so 
you’ll be cutting your own 
hole to find those icy carp.
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Lunch & Pill Hill Medicine

Rest Hour

Afternoon Water classes

We’re back in 
the Dining Hall: 
grilled cheese 
sandwiches 
and hot soup! 
Don’t forget 
your medicines. 
Nurse Jamie has 
flavored the 
actual icicles 
hanging from the 
roof to be your 
icy pop!

Head back to your 
cabin and pile on the 

blankets for a nice 
midday nap! Instead 

of Watermelon 
Table, join us at the 

fire for a s’more!

Swimming and Waterpark
Time to get wet! Try the polar plunge at the pool and don’t forget that 
wedgie on the little slide for a real treat!
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Free time

Snow EP

Cold bum time! Swing, 
see-saw, or DMC with 
a friend on the Truth 
bench!

Eat your picnic dinner in your 
cabin’s igloo; then it’s giveaway 

time: a camp sweatshirt! EP for 
the night is a cabin challenge. 

Ski down Apple Hill and 
slide down the Big Slide; 

first cabin finished, wins!



Guess Who:
Your Camp Directors in the

Snow
We love the snow at camp! Can you guess which of your Camp Directors 
(or their kids) are in each of these snow pictures? Check your answers on 
the final pages of this Sparks magazine.

1

2

4

3



5

6

7

8

9

10



Santa had a busy Christmas season this year, 
and he left something extra special at camp 
for all of you Greystone girls. This present is 
HUGE and one of the biggest gifts he has ever 
delivered! What is it? Well, we aren’t giving you 
all of the details yet, but here are some clues on 
what is waiting for you this summer:

Visits
campSanta

• It is a brand new building in camp.

• It is bigger than the Gym.

• It is bigger than the Dining Hall.

• It is bigger than the Pavilion (actually, you can fit 4 Pavilions inside it).

• It will have a tin roof like the cabins.

• It is located on the Pavilion-side of camp.

• It will be used by every camper at every session.

• We’ve been wanting to build this building for over 20 years.

• You’ll be able to see it from almost anywhere in camp.

Think you know what it is?! We’ll be 
revealing more details and hints this spring 
and will let you know all of the details in the 

Spring Sparks. We can’t wait!!







Countdown 

to Your Session:
Three Ideas

1

2

3Sticky Notes

Go Digital

Jar
Break out the sticky notes! This one 
is easy, colorful, and a BIG visual for 
your whole family! Figure out the 
number of days until your session, 
and write each number on a note 
before taping them in order on your 
wall (with your parents’ permission!). 
Pull down one each day until you 
arrive in Tuxedo.

Visualize the countdown in 
a jar. Fill a mason jar with 
a certain item, and every 
day, pull one out until your 
jar is empty (and camp is 
here!). As for what items to 
use, that’s where you can 
get creative! Each morning 
becomes a treat when 
you take out a Skittle or 
jelly bean, or you can use 
pebbles, coins, or slips of 
paper. 

We stay away from technology at 
camp, but it can be fun to use it to your 
advantage during the year! Search for 
“countdown apps,” and you’ll find lots 
of free options. Add a camp photo to 
make you smile, and you are all set!  

How many days until your session?
Need an easy way to find out? Visit our Blog! Countdowns can be found at the top of the page.



Countdown
greatest 
summerEverto 

the



Countdown 
to Camp

SUMMER 

2021

Challenge
We know you’re just as ready for camp to get here as we are, so let’s count 
down to it together! Check off the following ideas as you complete them, 
and you’ll be totally prepared when Opening Day comes. Bring your 
completed list to camp with you, and you’ll win a special-edition sticker!

Make your own countdown to 
Opening Day calendar (see our 
ideas on the previous page!). 

Subscribe to the Blog and Daily 
Devotions on our website to make 
sure you never miss an update! 

Try out one of our “camp at home” 
classes in this Sparks.

Incorporate a camp routine into 
your day-to-day at home, like 
listening to Morning Assembly 
songs on the way to school, eating 
an apple midday, or having a Rest 
Hour on the weekends. 

Write your Penpal in the spring as 
many times as you can!

Put our 102nd summer on 
your prayer list! Pray for our 
counselors, your fellow campers, 
and that our 102nd summer will 
be the BEST! 
 
Make a Greystone recipe with 
your family (but remember, it 
always tastes better at camp!).

Create a camp bucket list. Do you 
want to roll down the Pageant 
Court? Take a specific class? Sing 
as loud as you can? Claim it! 

Print off the packing list and 
check it off one by one! 

Most of all? Just start getting 
excited! (We hope you can check 
this one off now!)

o o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

Check off items Below from now until the summer, 
and bring this completed list with you to camp!



How to 
beat the 
WinterBlues

Don’t let the cold get you down!! We’ve 
put together four fun camp class 
activities for you to try over the 

next few weeks: Cooking, Crafts, Card 
Games...and even a Science Experiment! Grab 

your family and try one of our Camp at Home classes.



CAMP AT
HOME

CookingCooking
Button Cookies
Ingredients:
1 cup butter, room temperature
⅔ cup powdered sugar
2 tsp vanilla extract
2 cups flour

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
2. Cream the butter, powdered 
sugar, and vanilla together.
3. Slowly add the flour.
4. Roll the dough into balls and 
place on sheet pan.
5. Flatten each ball with a cup 
bottom that has been dipped in 
sugar.
6. Prick the cookies about 4 times 
with a toothpick (they will look 
like a button). 
5. Bake for 15 minutes. ENJOY! 



CAMP AT
HOME

Card GamesCard Games
Beggar Your Neighbor
2 to 4 players

Start with a deck of cards. The cards are then all 
dealt evenly face-down in front of each player. Aces 
and face cards are known as court cards.

The first player takes a card from her stack and places it in the middle of 
the table. If it is an ordinary card (cards 2-10), the next player plays. 

If it is a court card, the next player must pay an honor: four for an ace, 
three for a king, two for a queen, and one for 
a jack. The honor is paid by turning over that 
number of cards. 

If all the payment cards are ordinary cards, 
the first player adds the entire stack of cards 
to the bottom of her pile. If a court card is 
turned over, the next player must pay the 
honor.

A player wins by ending up with all the cards, 
or by having the most cards when a time 
limit is reached. Have fun!





The Science behind the experiment:
Polarity: Water molecules are polar which means they have a small positive charge 
at one end and a small negative charge at the other end. They are attracted to each 
other like a magnet and form strong bonds. Oil molecules are non-polar and are 
more attracted to each other than water molecules.

Immiscibility: Water and oil are unmixable because of their polarities.

Density: Oil is less dense than water, so when everything settles, the oil sits on top 
and exerts pressure downwards onto the water.  The Alka-Seltzer creates force and 
pushes the water up while the oil continues to push it down.

Chemical Reaction: There is a reaction of sodium bicarbonate (baking soda) with 
citric acid (from the Alka-Seltzer) when mixed with water to form bubbles made of 
carbon dioxide gas and thus creating our snow storm. 



CAMP AT
HOME

ScienceScience
Snow Storm in a Jar
Materials:
Baby oil
White paint
Water
Glitter -- blue and/or white
Alka-Seltzer tabs
Glass jar -- at least 16oz.
Towel or mat to protect your table

Directions:
1. Fill your jar ¾ full with baby oil.
2. Stir together white paint and 
water in a small bowl until blended 
and the consistency of heavy 
cream.  Pour into the jar leaving an 
inch of space at the top.
3. Add a few tablespoons of glitter. 
You can always add more later!
4. Let everything settle.
5. Break the Alka-Seltzer tab into 3 
pieces, and slowly add one piece at 
a time. Each time the storm settles, 
add more Alka-Seltzer tabs!



CAMP AT
HOME

CraftsCrafts



Danish Hearts
The Perfect Valentine’s Gift!

To get started, we recommend 
printing off a template. You can 
search for one easily online! The blog 
Bits of Ivory has a great printable 
template to use. 

Pick out your paper of choice, we 
use red and white here! Fold the 
paper in half and lay the template on 
top. Trace and cut, but don’t cut the 
dotted line; that should be where the 
fold is.

Now you should have two identical 
“half hearts” with two slits (three 
tabs). You can label them 1,2,3 and 
A,B,C to practice if you want!

Start with # 3: Thread 3 over C, 
through B and over A.

Now it’s time for # 2: Thread 2 
through C, over B and through A.

And finally, # 1: Thread 1 over C, 
through B and over A.

You should be able to open your 
heart and put something in it. Now 
just glue or tape your handle in place, 
fill with a cookie, and give it to a 
friend!



We love our
New campers

We can’t wait 
to welcome 
you for your 
1st summer!

Welcome new campers! It is finally 2021 
(the year of camp!) and we know that you 
are excited. There is nothing quite like 
your first summer at Greystone; you are 
going to love it!

This spring, you will be hearing from us 
often as we countdown the days until 
camp. We can’t wait to see you soon!!



Advice 
from our 

Current 
Campers

Everyone at camp wants to be your 
friend so talk to them or simply 
smile at them. Camp friendships 
are the best friendships.

Be you! Be nice! Eat the granola! 
Try everything!
 
Try something new! Maybe do a 
class that you’ve never done before.
 
You will have the time of your 
life. Don’t worry; it is so fun! 

Bring a few costume items for 
Evening Programs.

Be yourself! It is the best way to 
make your camp besties. 

Always smile. 

You may feel nervous at first but 
when you walk into your cabin, 
you’ll meet your best friends. 

Try all the food! 

Live in the moment; camp will fly 
by. Also bring pictures! 

Don’t be scared - it is so much fun, 
and everyone is so friendly.
 
Be yourself. At camp everyone is 
weird, and weird is cool. 

Introduce yourself to as many 
people as possible! 

Never be afraid to try something 
new, even if you are going alone.
 
Making friends is easy because 
everyone is so nice. P.S. Try the 
enchiladas. 
 
Say hi to everyone you walk past; 
it could be your new best friend! 

Just remember that your counselor 
will be your second mom and that 
camp is your second home. 

Don’t forget to write home often! 



1. My favorite food at Carnival:
     a. Popcorn
     b. Cotton Candy
     c. Ice Cream Sandwich
     d. Sno-cone

2. The class I am most looking 
     forward to:
     a. Menagerie
     b. High Ropes
     c. Drama
     d. Knitting

3. My favorite season:
     a. Spring
     b. Winter
     c. Summer
     d. Fall

4. The best time of day at 
     camp is:
     a. Reveille
     b. Soupie
     c. Rest Hour
     d. Shower Time

Which Farm 
Barn Animal 
Are you 

In our last Sparks magazine, we told you about the amazing animals 
coming to the Farm Barn this summer. Answer the questions below to see 
which Farm Barn animal you are most like!

Qu
iz

: 

Take the Quiz:



Mostly A’s: 
Dwarf Goat
Since you 

always have a 
hop and a pep 
in your step, 

it’s no surprise 
that you look 

forward to 
Reveille. You 
love to spend 
quality time 
with other 

people during 
your classes 

(where you are 
able to get out 
some energy)! 

Mostly b’s: 
Highland Cow

It’s hard to 
resist the 

cotton candy 
that’s fluffy 

like you are. 
Heights are 

not a problem 
as you excel at 
climbing steep 

mountains 
to forage for 
food, which 
also makes 
you great at 

finding trash 
on the ground.  

Mostly C’s:  
Donkey

You don’t need 
a microphone 

in Drama 
as your bray 
can cover up 
to 60 miles! 

While the rain 
is your least 
favorite, you 
enjoy cold 
ice cream 

sandwiches 
to keep cool 
during the 

hot summer 
months.  

Mostly D’s: 
Sheep

With all that 
wool, it’s 

no surprise 
you love 

Knitting. Your 
300 degree 

vision allows 
you to spot 
everything, 

so when you 
sweep, the 

floor is clean! 
You also love 

shower time to 
keep that wool 

clean!



JUST CAN’T 

WAIT

staff
Meet Your 

2021 

Abby Ivester
Auburn University

Activities: Landsports, Waterpark, and 
Greystone Groove 
Years as camper: 8 years as a camper 
Years on staff: 1st year on staff 
When I have an hour of free time I: 
Watch 3 episodes of “Zack and Cody” 
Best camp tradition: The Linsey 
Woolsey story during Vespers
My favorite cheesy joke: Me: “It smells 
like up dawg in here.” Them: “What’s 
up dawg?” Me: “Haha nothing much. 
How about you?”
The most famous person I’ve met is: 
Honey Boo Boo 
I wanted to work at Greystone because: 
It has been my dream since I was 12! 

Want to meet more staff? Make sure to check out our Staff Profiles on 
our Blog. Profiles will be posted in early March!



Sarah Margaret Farr
University Of Georgia

Activities: Crafts and Backstage
Years on staff: 1st year on staff 
Personal interests: Space, history, OKC Thunder, 
Pittsburgh Steelers, reading, RUF, having the 
world’s cutest dogs, running, day hikes, finding 
the world’s best cup of coffee, comedy shows

Something you wouldn’t guess about me: I’ve lived in Germany!! 
My go to pump up song: The Christmas Trap version of Sleigh Bells by the 
Ronnettes
My favorite cheesy joke: Why did the star go to school? To get brighter! 
The best thing about camp will be: Getting to meet all of y’all!! 

Juliana George
Ohio State University

Activities: Dog Camp
Years on staff: 1st year on staff 
Something you wouldn’t guess about me: I 
rowed competitively in high school. 
The emoji that describes me: The Smiley Face 
with stars for eyes 
The most famous person I’ve met: Mickey Mouse 
Item I must bring to camp with me: My hooded unicorn blanket 
I want to work at Greystone because: I want to spend my summer serving 
and loving on others while sharing the love and light of God! 

Lucy Davis
University of Virginia

Activities: Sailing
Years as camper: 9 years as a camper
Years on staff: 1st year on staff 
The camp food I can’t wait to eat is: BLTs and 
Sprinkle Cookies 

My guilty pleasure: High School Musical: the Musical (the series) 
The one thing that makes any day better: Ice Cream
Something you wouldn’t guess about me: I’m terrified of squirrels. 
 



Need a Good 
Laugh? 
So Do we. 

Camp
Come Quickly!



Answers to our “Guess Who” Head Staff Snow pictures: 1. Katie Miller Grant on the left; Jimboy 
Miller (looking down) on the right; 2. Ellen-Anne Skelton; 3. Elizabeth Vandenbark (standing on 
right); 4. Laura Hollowell’s daughters Kathleen and Leland; 5. Jimboy Miller; 6. Ellen-Anne Skelton 
(with her sister, Mail Queen Nancy); 7. Alli Kilby’s daughter Murphy; 8. Catherine Miller Elbaum; 9. 
Sarah Brown; 10. Jimboy Miller on the left, Katie Miller Grant on right.

Solve our Summer surprise
Each of our Sparks magazines will have pieces of a puzzle. (Do 
you still have your pieces from October?) Once you have all of the 
pieces from all of the Sparks, you can assemble them to learn about 
something NEW we are doing this summer. One more Sparks to go! 
Any guesses after adding in these pieces?
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