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We Miss You, Campers!

Thank you for an amazing summer!



Greystone girls! 
Hello
Our one hundred and fourth 
summer was AMAZING. Of course, 
it was amazing; it always is, right? 
But we think this year was special… 
everything just clicked. All of our 
sessions were full, and we loved 
welcoming so many new campers 
to Greystone this summer. Surveys 
from campers and parents alike 
were unanimous: everything was 
awesome; this was certainly our best 
summer ever!

Now, as our days get shorter, and the temperatures drop, we pull out the 
sweaters and look back with appreciation and forward with anticipation. God is 
good. His blessings increase with every year. What has been true in the 
past will be true in the future… so we know that 2024 is going to once 
again be our BEST SUMMER EVER!

It doesn’t matter if you are brand new to Greystone or if you have been 
coming for ten years; there’s lots inside this Sparks magazine to make 
you smile! Consider this to be a springboard for your excitement about next 
summer.

We are honored that you are going to be a Greystone Girl and can’t wait 
to welcome you to camp next summer! 

			   With Love,
			   Jimboy and Margaret



Reasons
Summer 104 was the best!

BEST 
SUMMER 

EVER104
New campers, You’ll 

understand all of 

these fun moments 

once you’re at camp!
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Bubbles on Opening 
Day

Ice Cream in a Bag

Wearing your nametag 
everyday

Camper vs. Counselor 
challenge games

OCP (Oreo Cream Pie)

Watersports Day War 
Canoe race

Garden Party before the 
5 Year Celebration

Chicken Day at June 
Camp

Swans in the lake

The New Big Slide

Mountain Biking Trips

Carnival cotton candy
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Baby Goats

Rainbows after a 
thunderstorm

Light and Fluffy Talent 
Show act
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Evening Program Poem 
Announcements 16



Christmas in July

Health Hut icee pops

Beautiful weather all 
summer long

S’mores

New inflatable paddle 
boards at Waterpark

Taco in a Bag

Council Fire renovation

The return of Aerial Yoga

“Honey in the Rock” song at 
church

Emerald City Belly Flop 
competition

Thunderhead Riding
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Sleep Late Friday

Lip Sync with your cabin

Big Sister, Little Sister social
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Top Gun puppy names Nurse hats

One Sunday of square-
shaped pizzas Ice Hut pebble ice

Royal Reception cheering  
on Opening Day

Ice cream sundae games at 
Group Night

Pickleball tournaments Bastille Day

Banquets: Trolls, cars, and 
Sing

Opening Day scones

Dancing on stage after 
Evening Program ends

Waffle House themed 
gameshow

Theme Days in Cooking The biggest (and Best!) Senior 
Group ever
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Apple Cart each day Hiking trips

Ice cream sundaes on 
Sunday Carnival chicken-and-

waffle cones

Dance parties in the 
Dining Hall Putt Cove Fun class

Fly fishing Do Nothing Day

Riflery expansion with new 
lanes for shooting

Main Camp Starbucks 
delivery to winning cabins

Peabod “Deep Cuts” The huge fish caught in 
the lake

Door posters Candles floating on the lake

Honey on Greystone Bread Cake fights

Guest instructors in 
ceramics class

Outdoor Skills Program 
Presentation rap

Meeting your Penpal Fireworks on the 4th of July

Meatball subs at Carnival Pizza night
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Bill Taylor’s magic tricks Corn Roast meat on a stick

Art Show Street Performers Beanitos

Sunday church services Morning Assembly in the 
Pavilion
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Salad bar additions August Camp Team 
Fires in the Fort

Rest Hour rain showers Weiner Dog Social

Mountain Biking skills track

Taylor Swift Day

Jimboy dressed as the  
Wizard of Oz

Tree climbing at High Adventure

Mary Poppins ziplining 
over the Pageant Court Party Barge rides

Another summer of getting 
your chaco tan

Men Staff birthday 
serenades

Birthday Ball with Jimboy 
and Margaret New Eno Reading village

Overnights in Outdoor Skills

Toga dinner

Challenge Day indoor 
Volleyball Game

Canoe trip on the Green 
River
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The Alpacas

Opening Vespers at 
Council Fire

Pizza hats at the Sunday 
buffet

Mrs. Jamie’s homemade 
pickles

BEST STAFF EVER!!!!

After Hours silent disco

Camper Talent Show

Main Camp Club: Flight Club 828

Breakfast Club jokes

Junior Camp hot chocolate 
after Opening Day swim checks

Getting that Stumblers shirt

Dinner leftovers on the 
fruit bar

Switching tables each week

Best campers ever!!!!
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Fall is a magical time at Greystone. The leaves are turning, the 
weather is getting colder, and the projects are picking up for 
next summer. We wish you could come walk on the River Trail 
with us! Check out all that’s been going on at your summer home 
since camp has ended.
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we host different 
events at camp, 
including 3 weekends 
of RUF retreats 
(Reformed University 
Fellowship). We saw so 
many of our summer staff 
who returned to camp 
with their college 
campuses for the 
weekend. It felt like a 
mini-Greystone reunion 
every time!

Our year-round Greystone 
team knows how to have 
fun all year long! Every 
month, we enjoy a lunch 
together with our entire 
team, including our Office 
staff, Maintenance crew, 
and Housekeeping team. 
This past month, we tried 
out the food truck that visited 
our Junior Seniors on Group 
Night. We all approved! 
Delicious!

We also get together 
monthly for a Book Club, 
and this fall we are reading 
“The Ruthless Elimination of 
Hurry.” As we talk about 
the book, we always think 
about ways to apply it to 
camp!

RUF Retreats

Book Club and Lunches



Our favorite off-season event was our recent Alumnae Great Day Weekend. 
We welcomed so many alumnae back to camp for a fun Reunion. The 
weekend was packed full of all of your Greystone favorites: a Talent 
Show, activities, Vespers, Morning Assembly, Breakfast Club with Jimboy, 
homemade pizza from the Kitchen, Banquet (including awards and the 
team score announcement), and so much more. When you eventually 
become an alumna one day, we hope you’ll join us for a Great Day Weekend!

Alumnae Weekend
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It is always exciting when we welcome someone 
new to our year-round team, and this year, we are 
excited for Peter Elbaum to join us! Peter has been 
connected to Greystone for many years (he’s married 
to Cat, after all), and he worked on the Tennis staff 
during his summers at Wofford College. He’s joining 
camp as our Operations Director and will be working 
behind the scenes to make everything about camp 
even better. Welcome, Peter!

Welcome Peter Elbaum!

BYOM: Bring Your Own Meat! On Thursday 
nights during the off-season months, we enjoy 
BYOM nights down near the Fort. We have a huge 
hand-built grill that is able to cook all of our 
meat at one time. Everyone brings a meat to 
cook, and then vegetables and sides are shared 
amongst the group. We love enjoying these 
nights while the weather is still nice! 

Thursday Night BYOM



Camp Projects
We have so many projects in the works as we get ready for next summer! 
We will tell you more about all of our projects on the Blog and in the next 
Sparks, but for now, get excited as we give you a sneak peek into some of 
the fun going on right now:

•	 Renovations to the White Hall kitchen
•	 A bigger and better replacement for Mt. Edith at Waterpark
•	 New ovens purchased for the Kitchen
•	 Bathroom renovations in a few Tentalows (including adding 2  
    showers!)



Keeping
in touch
with your camp friends



Keep that group text going 
Send out a Bible verse you love, your funniest camp picture, or even a dad 
joke fit for Jimboy! 

Ask your friends for their prayer 
requests
Set a reminder to pray for your camp 
friends at a certain time every day. 

Challenge each other to cook your 
favorite camp recipes at home 
Our Blog has lots of your favorites like 
Cheesy Chicken, Sprinkle Cookies, 
and even the famous Opening Day 
Scones. Share pictures afterward 
and have your cabin vote on the best 
copycat! 

Snail mail isn’t just for Christmas 
cards! 
Find a greeting card that reminds you of a friend, send a photo of the two 
of you, or write end-of-the-year Plane Letters. 

Create a “sisterhood of the traveling” something 
We love hearing about cabins who send an item back and forth to each 
other until it makes it to everyone! You could have a traveling journal, 
stuffed animal, or anything else that’s an inside joke for your group. 

Schedule virtual Shoppe Dates 
All you need is your favorite treat and a friend on FaceTime. 

Make a note of your camp friends’ and counselors’ birthdays
Send them a card or a quick video message. Extra points if you can 
arrange a cabin serenade! 

Subscribe to the Daily Devotions together
Find these on our Greystone website and text your takeaways to each 
other each morning. 

And if all else fails, plan a reunion! 
Start dreaming up your perfect weekend together and how you’d fill it. 
Make sure to send us pictures! 



THE BEST
STAFF 
MOMENTS
We spent 82 days with our 2023 staff, 
each one jam-packed with incredible 
memories! From their Orientation 
arrivals to the last car departing on 
Closing Day, we wouldn’t trade a second 
with these incredible people. We love 
them, we’re grateful for them, and we’re 
counting down the days for more staff 
moments next year; we know you feel 
the same! 

•	 Tossing our caps with our 2023 staff 
Orientation graduates - they did it! 
•	 June Camp co-counselor assignments - 
best friends were made! 
•	 Welcoming YOU to camp on the 
field on Opening Day (with bubbles!). 
•	 Evening Programs - the messier, the 
better! 
•	 The many (many) epic Head Staff group 
costumes. How can you pick a favorite? 
•	 Taking every chance to wear a morph 
suit. 
•	 Embracing the liquid sunshine (even 
during Carnival set up!). 
•	 Jimboy’s belly flop. 
•	 Talent Show acts that are impossible to 
explain outside the Bubble. 





We Love Our



Counselors!



The Swans
of Lake Edith
You know them, you love them, 
and you have so many questions 
for them. Our snow white 
beauties grace the shores of Lake 
Edith with only one goal: to deter 
the flock of geese by any means 
necessary. 

For 105 years, the non-migratory 
geese have been claiming all that 
Lake Edith has to offer, leaving their excrement on every dock, chair, and 
patch of grass in sight. One day, Jimboy brought these graceful swans 
home so that we could reclaim our grounds. With beady eyes and iron 
clad beaks, they sent one message: don’t mess with me. 

Their names are Gunther and Brigita, hailing all the way from Hamburg, 
Germany. Jimboy has raised them since they were wee cygnets in the 
comfort of his bathtub. If you ever heard a faint melody after Taps, it 
just might have been Gunther and Brigita singing Jimboy his goodnight 
song, a treasured tradition in the Miller household. Once the birds were 

old enough to face the shores of Edith, they 
made their way down to their new home…less 
glamorous than their marble bathtub where they 
lived for years. But they were eager to protect and 
serve against camp’s greatest pest. 

Today, we’re bringing you the highlights of a tell-
all interview with these unsung heroes. Find the 
full interview on our Instagram stories  
(@campgreystone) this year. 



What was the hardest 
part about relocating 
from Jimboy’s bathtub to 
Lake Edith?
Brigita: Losing access to 
Dr. Margaret’s favorite 
bubble bath. I had 
grown so accustomed 
to spending my days in 
a peony-scented bubble 
world. Adjusting to the 
curious smells of Edith 
has been challenging, as 
you might imagine.

Have you made any new friends at the Lake?
Gunther: Boy have we - Lake Edith has such a great community that we 
have enjoyed getting to know. We have especially enjoyed the mermaids 
under the Blob as well as the ancient snapping turtle by the Canoe Dock.
Brigita: We were introduced to the Bald Eagle this summer and have loved 
getting to know a fellow man of flight.

We are all dying to know, do you still sing Jimboy his goodnight song from 
the lake?
Gunther: We do on occasion but have since trained Meme and Murray to 
sing it in our absence. It is not quite as elegant, but they do their best.

Last question, how did the coyotes react to your arrival and new role as 
mitigators of the geese deterrent protocol?
Gunther: To be honest with you, they were not thrilled about the demotion, 
but at the end of the day, the geese were just not afraid of them anymore.
Brigita: It came down to who could protect the Waterpark elements better. 
While the coyotes were feared for a while, they eventually became too 
well-known with the campers. The geese caught on, and the floating dock 
faced the consequences. I’m just not sure they were at camp for the right 
reasons.

Well folks, you heard it here first. While Gunther and Brigita are not 
accepting any sponsorships or gifts at this time, they will accept any form 
of bubble bath in bulk.



Summer Event

Quiz Which event 
are you?

Our special events are a highlight of each summer! We repeat many of 
our favorite events every year (as you like them so much!), but we also 
surprise our campers with fun new events each session. Find out which 
2023 event represents your personality by taking this quiz:

1. The class I am most excited to take this 
summer is:
    a. Waterpark
    b. Dance classes
    c. Farm Barn
    d. Outdoor Skills

2. My friends describe me as:
    a. The life of the party
    b. Thoughtful
    c. Down-to-earth
    d. A night owl

3. If I have an hour of free time, I usually:
    a. Invite friends over to play
    b. Work on a card for a friend
    c. Play with my animals at home
    d. Put on some tunes and dance

4. For my birthday this year, I hope I can:
    a. Rent a foam pit
    b. Throw a huge themed party
    c. Have a petting zoo
    d. Host a sleepover

5. When packing for camp, I don’t want to 
forget:
    a. My bathing suit
    b. My whites
    c. A Gameshow outfit
    d. My neon clothes

6. When I grow up, I want to be:
    a. A cotton candy seller
    b. A stage performer
    c. A Chick-fil-A employee
    d. A music deejay



Mostly A: 
Carnival
One of our 
most popular 
events, Carnival 
is where you 
will shine 
this summer! 
Throw on that 
bathing suit 
and enjoy our 
many inflatables 
and foam pit as 
you laugh with 
your friends. 
Don’t forget to 
get your face 
painted and 
grab a cotton 
candy (that is 
as big as your 
head!). You’ll 
love the fun of 
this night at 
camp.

Mostly B: 
Banquet
Our final event 
of each session, 
Banquet is full 
of so much 
anticipation 
and excitement. 
You’ll love 
finding out the 
theme at the 
big Banquet 
reveal and will 
cheer for your 
counselor on 
stage as she 
performs in her 
Banquet role. 
Walking into 
the decorated 
Dining Hall will 
be a real treat! 

Mostly C: 
Chicken Day
Our 2023 June 
Camp Chicken 
Day was a 
themed event to 
remember! You 
are one who 
appreciates a 
chicken-focused 
menu, including 
biscuits from 
none other than 
Chick-fil-A! 
You also love 
competing with 
your team in 
our themed 
Gameshow to 
hopefully win 
a trip to town! 
Will we have 
Chicken Day 
next year? Only 
time will tell!

Mostly D:  
After Hours
This 2023 Main 
Camp event 
was a highlight 
from this past 
summer, and 
we know you’d 
fit right in. 
Staying up late 
doesn’t bother 
you, and you 
love dressing 
in neon colors 
so you can 
shine under our 
black-lights. 
You’ll love 
dancing the 
night away with 
the tunes on 
your silent disco 
headphones!



Weird but True
Greystone history Edition



Do you know these Weird 
but True Greystone facts?

Many years ago, the goats at camp would get out 
of their pen and jump on the roof of the Dining 
Hall.

There were no showers in the cabins, so girls had 
to carry a shower bucket to the shower house. You 
turned on the water by pulling a chain. If you let go, 
the water stopped so you had to pull the chain the 
whole time.

Campers used to have to pay for their Candy 
Shoppe. Girls would get a $10 Shoppe Card and 
when you selected your item, the counselor at 
the window would mark off that amount on the 
card. Everyone had to be careful not to lose their 
card; it was like cash!

For Watersports Day, the entire camp walked to the 
swim docks to watch the races and Synchronized 
Swimming. These swim docks were on Lake Summit and 
were over a mile from the front gate!

One 4th of July, a rogue firework set the bushes on 
fire by the track. They erupted in flames, and the 
Men Staff had to hurry over to put it out.

Many years ago, campers were required to take 
swimming. You had to wear colored swim-caps that 
matched your swimming level (such as, blue swim-
caps for Dolphin). You had to keep taking lessons 
until you passed your Shark level, which for most 
campers took many years.

The Greystone songs were written by cabins and 
performed at a yearly Song Contest. The winners 
had their song added to the Dining Hall playlist. 



Summer 2024
Contest 

READY FOR 

2024

Submit your 
Dream Playlist! 

Deadline: 
December 1, 2023 



Design Your dream 

Camp Playlist
Contests and prizes are some of our favorite things at camp, and this 
year’s fall contest is one you do not want to miss! 

We’re giving you the chance to design your dream camp playlist filled 
with your favorites from start to finish. This is your time to get as creative, 
specific, or wacky as you want. Do you have ideas for the ideal waking-up 
playlist? Or maybe the ultimate Taylor Swift songs to power you through 
getting perfect inspection? Whether your playlist fits a specific mood or is 
just filled with your favorite tunes, we want to hear it. 

The winning playlist will be added to our music 
library for next summer, but that’s not all! Our 
winner will also receive full control over all 
camp music (including Dining Hall songs and Bugles) 
for a full day at her session. That song you’ve 
always wanted the whole camp to wake up to? 

The Dining Hall dance party of your dreams? It could be yours! 
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