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ILalways knew children were anti-social. But the children of the West Side—they're savage.—Marc Connelly

OTH

Child Auteurs

=ello Muddah, Hello Faddah. This camp I'm at. Is

ke no uddah. While my school friends. Are taking

T easy. I'm learning to be another Martin

Scorsese. By Alissa Quart

made my first film

at 4 years old,” says

Calvin, 10. “I was 5

when I made my
arst,” bursts in Dash, a
woluble and intensely charis-
matic boy of 8. “I do new
ones all the time. I get my
Tiend to take my cues and
o the special effects, like
dicking on and off the lights.
My dad said I can put a
movie up on the Internet
soon.”

No, these children aren’t
bit players in the latest
Independent Film Channel
commercial. They’re
enrolled in Bright Horizons’

Camp

“hotographs by Annie Schlechter.

weeklong moviemaking day

. camp for the kids of AOL
| Time Warner employees. At

a time when overachieving
Manbhattan parents increas-
ingly view summer as too
precious for their children to
waste on ordinary camps,
Calvin and eleven fellow

| campers spent much of last

week holed up in the HBO
building on 42nd Street,

. learning the family business.

These sons and daughters

| of television executives,
| magazine editors, and Web

professionals composed
storyboards, visited HBO’s

" editing suites, and played

. with equipment. “We are

showing kids different
environments,” says camp
director Rachel Silver.
“Another session was at
Little, Brown.”

Their final product,
“Sugar Mountain,” a fif-
teen-minute short shot in
Central Park, pays homage
to J. K. Rowling rather than
to Kim Cattrall: A little girl
ultimately prevails against

a monster who tries
to convince her that
characters like Peter
Pan and Harry
Potter don't exist.
“It’s all about inno-

! cence, imagination,
and magic,” says
camp instructor
Lynn Effros, who wrote the
script.

But the AOL Time Warner
campers seemed rather
worldly for such a fairy tale.
Calvin turned to a kid at his
table from Levittown who
confessed that he’d never
made a movie before. “Well,
be forewarned,” Calvin said. -
“You're talking to a reporter
person.”

Then Dash noted that his
parents have “lots of houses,
which make neat places for
movies.”

Making a movie, under
any circumstances, is a
highly stressful occupation.
But in the face of such
pressures, most of the kids
evinced a remarkable sang-
froid. Lily, 11, the tallest and
blondest of the campers,
carefully highlighted her
lines, while Calvin, whose
mother works for Real
Simple, meticulously drew
row upon row of owl feath-
ers. And Dash, slated to play
Peter Pan, took care of P.R.

- “This film,” he said, “is

gonna be great.”
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