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Hello Camper Families! 

Spring is in the air in Wyoming and summer is right around the corner.  The robins have

made their way back to the Valley and the Elk are slowly headed north out of the refuge to

their summer range.  That means it’s time to prepare for the camp season! We are so excited

to see you all at the ranch this summer and can’t wait to welcome old and new faces alike to

TVRC.

After such a difficult and unpredictable year, the TVRC staff is excited to transition back to

our traditional program.  Operating last summer at the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic

helped prepare us for 2021.  You have already received some communications regarding how

we will operate this summer, but be on the lookout for updates as we get closer to the start of

camp.

This summer we are excited to see full enrollment with campers on the waiting list for many

of our Outrider Trips. We know that you have numerous options of quality programs when it

comes to summer camps and we are thankful and grateful that you have chosen TVRC. 

Please find some important and useful resources and material within this packet that will

help you get ready for the summer. The Parent Handbook contains all kinds of vital

information like infirmary and medication instructions, travel and flying directions and

general details about camp life. 

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to camp. We can’t wait to get back on

the ranch and to hit the trails again.  Summer 2021 can’t come soon enough!  Please reach

out to any leadership team member with questions or concerns about this summer.

All the best, 

Natalie, Cora and Jim

TVRC PARENT LETTER

3



Friendships at TVRC are forged along the trail and around the campfire. Although there are

many valuable and cherished aspects of TVRC, our goal is to maintain the essence of camp

and foster the connections and community that we know and love. Campers will gather

around campfires to sing Serenade and Peace and overcome challenges on the trail to form

bonds of friendship and overcome obstacles and develop grit. 

Each expedition will follow similar itineraries. Each group will be made up of 10-12 campers

and 2 Trail Counselors. Trail counselors will fulfill both the Trip Leader and Counselor roles.

Trail Counselors have extensive backcountry experience and many have led trips at TVRC in

previous years. Campers can expect the backpacking trips to be tailored to the age group,

with appropriate challenges for each group.

Although there will be both boys and girls involved in the program at the same time, these

trips and groups are not coed.  Boys and girls will remain on single gender trips but may

cross paths while they are on the ranch for arrival and rest days.

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
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ITNERARY

T V R C A M P . O R G  

Day 1:  Campers arrive in the afternoon, meet their

counselors and get to know their cohort. This is a

day to settle in to camp and to learn about TVRC,

Wyoming and their peers.

Day 2: Prepare and Pack Day. Campers will prepare

to leave on the trail the following morning. We will

go over lessons essential to traveling in the

backcountry and pack our items needed for our

days on the trail.

Day 3: Depart for the first day on the trail. We’ll get

an early morning start to drive to the trailhead and

begin hiking.

Day 4 - 6:  Days spent in the backcountry. Campers

can expect to be moving campsites over these days

and covering miles or be based in camp and

adventuring on day hikes from base camp,

depending on the age group. Counselors will cover

backcountry skills lessons and teaching campers

the necessary backpacking skills for Wyoming.

Day 7: Time to head back to camp. Campers will

hike out to a trailhead, where they will be driven

back to camp to unpack, get clean and spend the

night in camp.

Day 8:  Rest day and pack. This is a day to relax,

shower, do some laundry and rest from our time on

the trail. Campers can expect to do some activities

together within their group. Campers will repack

and prepare for another trip.
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ITNERARY

CONTINUED

T V R C A M P . O R G  

Day 9: Depart for trip number two. Another

early morning and getting on the trail and

hiking to their first night's camp.

Days 10-12: Similar to the first trip, these three

days are spent in the backcountry. Campers can

expect to be moving campsites over these days

and covering miles or be based in camp and

adventuring on day hikes from base camp,

depending on the age group. Counselors will

cover backcountry skills lessons and teaching

campers the necessary backpacking skills for

Wyoming.

Day 13: Groups will hike out and head back to

TVRC to celebrate their accomplishments.

Day 14:  Pack day to return home and closing

activities with your group.

Day 15: Departure day--families will arrive in

the morning and it is time to say so long, until

2022!
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SESSION 1

 

ARRIVAL DAY: 

SUNDAY, JUNE 20

 

DEPARTURE DAY:

SATURDAY, JULY 3

 

 

 

 

SESSION 2

 

ARRIVAL DAY: 

THURSDAY, JULY 22

 

DEPARTURE DAY:

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4

 

DATES
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Clarifications and Recommendations

POLICIES FOR THE

SUMMER 

Waitlist: If enrollment is full upon receipt of your application, your child will be added to the waitlist. If

a place does become available, your non-refundable deposit will be due in order for your camper to be

enrolled. 

Anti Discrimination Statement: TVRC-EF does not discriminate in admissions policies on the basis of

race, color, gender, religion, national or ethnic origin, sexual orientation, age or disability.

Dismissal: TVRC-EF reserves the right to dismiss any participant from the program that staff believes, in

their discretion, presents a safety concern or medical risk, is disruptive, or otherwise conducts him or

herself in a manner detrimental to the camp community. If a child is dismissed from the program their

parent or legal guardian is responsible to facilitate a swift departure from TVRC that includes legal

adult supervision.

Parents are responsible for all costs of early departure whether for medical reasons, behavioral

dismissal, personal emergencies, or otherwise. These costs include flight change fees and any other

travel-related expenses.
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Risk and Safety

Parent(s) and their son(s) or daughter(s) must understand that the inherent and other risks

associated with engaging in TVRC activities can cause injury or other loss. Please review the

TVRC Acknowledgement and Assumption of Risks & Release and Indemnity Agreement

("Risk & Release Agreement"), and the COVID-19 Waiver, our website, or contact us for

additional information about TVRC activities and associated risks, and participants' and

parents' responsibilities. In addition to other required forms, all parent(s) and their

participating child will be required to sign and return the Risks & Release Agreement and

the COVID-19 Waiver before their child can participate in any TVRC programming.



Immunization Requirements

POLICIES FOR THE

SUMMER CONTINUED

We require families to practice social distancing as much possible for the 14 days prior to arriving at

TVRC.

At this time we are not requiring travel by private means to camp. However, we do encourage

campers to be sent as unaccompanied minors if traveling via commercial airlines to reduce the

possible exposure to COVID-19.  

Avoid any travel by air or out of state travel in the 14 days prior to camp with the exception of

traveling to camp. 

Strictly adhere to all of the state and local guidelines for COVID-19 where you live prior to camp.

We require families to monitor and record their child's temperature twice daily in the AM and PM

for the 10 days prior to Arrival Day. This log will be accessible digitally via your Campanion App

closer to opening day.

Be willing and able to wear a face mask or other approved face covering during this program on

Arrival and Departure Days, and at other designated times when maintaining 6 foot social distancing

is not possible, or when indoors with other campers, staff, or family members. 

Avoid being around anyone with any of the following  symptoms or a diagnosis of COVID-19 in the

10-14 days before the start of camp. 

Teton Valley Ranch Camp requires that all staff and campers adhere to the Wyoming Department of

Health's Required Immunization Schedule and arrive at camp having received the following

vaccinations: measles, mumps, rubella, chickenpox, tetanus, and pertussis. We also highly recommend

vaccination for meningitis.

TVRC Policies—Please review the policies below specific to the program for which you have applied.
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Cough   

Fever   

Chills

New loss of taste or smell

Sore Throat

 Vomiting

Muscle Pain

Nausea

Diarrhea

Shortness of breath or difficulty

breathing



If your child tests positive for COVID-19 at camp, they may be required to isolate at the TVRC Facility

and may not be able to continue on the trail with their Trail Family Cohort.

We request that campers/students (collectively "campers") have a working knowledge of the spoken

English language.

Campers may not possess or use tobacco or any kind of e-cigarette, alcohol, or any illegal or

controlled substance such as non-prescribed or illegal drugs.

TVRC is not responsible for a camper's lost, stolen, or damaged personal equipment or property. Also,

campers and their parents will be held responsible for damage to or loss of TVRC property or

equipment.

Parents authorize TVRC, or those working on behalf of TVRC, to take photos or other images, motion

pictures, video or other recordings, and/or written or spoken statements of or including the parent(s)

and/or their camper, without compensation, and use these materials for broadcast, sale,

reproduction or display on the internet (i.e. TVRC's website, Facebook page, Instagram, YouTube,

ACA) or via other media, in TVRC catalogs or other materials, or in any other promotional or

educational manner. These materials are the sole property of TVRC.

POLICIES FOR THE

SUMMER CONTINUED
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EXPEDITIONS

EQUIPMENT LIST

T V R C A M P . O R G  

TVRC 32 oz Nalgene

Crazy Creek Chair 

TVRC Bandana  

TVRC Hooded Sweatshirt

TVRC Tri-blend T-shirt 

TVRC Trucker Hat 

Pack everything you are bringing to camp in your

backpack + other minimal luggage--no trunks, etc.

Please no shipping items to and from camp for this

program.

Full Expeditions Equipment List Visit:

https://www.tvrcamp.org/tvrc-summer-2021-

information

Trading Post Items available to purchase from

online trading post at this link

https://store.tvrcamp.org/ prior to the program and

will be held at the camp for arrival day.

 

Outrider Essentials  (32 oz TVRC Logo Nalgene,

TVRC Bandana, TVRC T-shirt, Crazy Creek, TVRC

Trucker Hat, TVRC Hooded Sweatshirt) Sale Price

$150 
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We ask families to be as socially distant as possible for 14 days prior to arriving at TVRC. 

At this time we are not restricting travel to private means but do encourage private

transportation if possible. 

We will ask camp families to monitor and record their child's temperature twice daily in

the AM and PM for the 14 days prior to “Arrival Day”. This log will be accessible through

the Campanion App.

Lowering the possibility of infection in our program, starts with our families!  

Pre-season:

ARRIVAL  & DEPARTURE 

INFORMATION
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Look for Arrival and departure day

specifics in a later email. With the

constantly changing pandemic, we

are continuing to monitor what is

happening and will make plans for

these days as we get closer to the

summer. 
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Travel to and from TVRC

Driving from Jackson Hole:

Camp is just a hop, skip, and a jump from Jackson! To reach the ranch, follow Highway 89 north

out of Jackson. This road will take you up and over Togwotee (TOE-gah-tee) Pass towards Dubois.

The total distance from Jackson is approximately 70 miles and the drive will take about 1.5 hours.

Once you are over the pass, you will see Lava Mountain Lodge on the right side of the road. TVRC

is 6.2 miles past Lava Mountain Lodge on the right (south) side of the highway,

look for the ranch between mile markers 42 and 43 . There is a large ranch gate with a “Teton

Valley Ranch Camp” sign at the road along with a small cabin and old corrals. Follow this road

approximately 4 miles back to the main campus. Here, you will be greeted by the TVRC staff!

Driving from Dubois:

TVRC is located about 20 minutes from the town of Dubois. If you are coming from Dubois, look

for the ranch between mile markers 42 and 43 on the left hand (south) side of the road. There is a

large ranch gate with a “Teton Valley

Ranch Camp” sign at the road along with a small cabin and old corrals. Follow this road

approximately 4 miles back to the main campus. Here, you will be greeted by the TVRC staff!

To Camp by Air:

Approximately half of our campers fly to Jackson Hole (JAC) without their parents each summer.

Usually there are many campers on each flight, so they get to know each other before they have

even landed in Wyoming!

Please make sure that every piece of luggage your camper brings to the ranch including all carry-

ons) is labeled with a TVRC luggage tag (we’ll mail these to you) — including first and last name.

This way they will be able to spot

other TVRC campers during their travels! To help make travel as smooth as possible, please send

us your child’s flight

itinerary so that we can be at the Jackson Hole airport to provide the final leg of transportation to

camp. If anything changes with your child’s flights on the day of their travel, please notify the

camp office.

We strongly suggest using the Unaccompanied Minor service provided by the airlines. If your

child is traveling as an Unaccompanied Minor, please contact our office to determine who will be

our unaccompanied minor liaison at the Jackson Hole Airport. NOTE: This staff member is only

the Unaccompanied Minor Liaison for travel to the ranch, NOT from the ranch. The requirements

of and fees for this service vary based on airline. Please call the office with any questions or

concerns and we can help explain this process.

Once your child arrives in Jackson Hole, they will be welcomed by several staff members from

TVRC, including our Unaccompanied Minor liaison. You will receive a phone call from the ranch

as soon as your child is at the airport to inform you of their safe arrival. The staff will help

campers retrieve their baggage before boarding our 15-passenger vans for the trip to the ranch.

The drive from the airport to the ranch is about 60 miles and will take about 1.5 hours. There will

be snacks in the van to tie campers over until they arrive at the ranch.



Medication/Infirmary Procedures 

Please bring with you or send your child’s medication on the opening day of camp.

Campers must present the infirmary staff with their medication. All medications

(prescription, OTC and “as needed”) must be kept in the Infirmary or with the staff

member leading their trip; medication cannot be kept by campers in cabins or personal

bags. All Camper medication must be in the original container, with the camper’s name,

prescribing doctor’s name (if prescription), medication name and dosing information

clearly legible. Prescriptions and daily medication must have at least 15 days’ worth; as it

is very difficult to refill medication at camp. Campers that come with multiple

medications should bring them all in a ziplock bag, with the camper’s name on the outside

of the bag. There is no need to send common medications such as pain relievers,

antihistamines, eardrops, wound ointments, antacids or band-aids as they are stocked in

our Infirmary. All medications will be collected by staff members from the car upon

arrival to the front of property. Infirmary staff will approach you if there are any

questions about the medications. 

Incidental treatment and supplies are handled at camp with no charge, but prescriptions

or “in-town” doctor or dentist visits will be billed to the campers insurance on file and

parents will be responsible for payment. Any outside medical charges will be billed back

to the family via the Trading Post for any medical or prescription charges incurred by

Teton Valley Ranch Camp.
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Complete updated COVID-19 waiver 

COVID-19 family and parent policy  

Self isolate camper and close family members, and as much as possible, for 10 days prior to arrival at camp 

Track and record your campers temperature for the 10 days prior to arrival at camp using the Campion

App

Communication from TVRC: Families can expect to receive communication when their campers depart and

return from a trip with updates and highlights. Photos will be uploaded after a trip returns and you can

expect to see them on Campminder the following day. Unlike the normal camp season, we will not be posting

a daily blog; however, you can expect to hear more direct, group specific communication. Communicating

with your camper: We will be exclusively using Camp Stamps this year for family/camper communication.

As mail can take more than a week to arrive at the ranch, parents can write emails to their campers through

CampMinder. In order to send your camper an email, you will need to buy CampStamps. Each camp stamp

buys one email. This service will be available through your CampMinder account closer to the start of the

summer season. Please note, campers are not able to reply via email. Campers will be able to send letters back

to you, but be aware that they may not arrive until they have already left TVRC. Requirements/Requests prior

to coming to camp 

If a child begins to show COVID-19 symptoms while attending our modified camp program, we will first

communicate with our Infirmary nursing team and perform a COVID test to confirm the case. We will then

send out two communications to the parents. We will make a personal phone call to communicate with the

parents whose child is showing symptoms and will update them on all the steps taken so far. A separate

communication will be sent to all other parents of the healthy children who had been in contact with the

campers showing COVID symptoms. Due to our COVID-19 policy at TVRC, these will be limited to the camp

“household” which will include the campers in their specific group. These parents will receive updates

regularly.

Sick Camper

COMMUNICATION PROTOCOL

General Communication Plan
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COVID-19 Guidelines

Pre-Camp Preparation

A healthy camp begins at home!  In order to achieve the healthiest summer yet, we are asking families and

campers to help keep our camp community as healthy as possible.  This will include forgoing unnecessary

travel, limiting exposure to others, symptom monitoring, and coming to camp with a negative COVID-19 test

and a completed Health Log.  You will be able to access the health log through your Campanion

App a few weeks prior to opening day. 

 

COVID-19 Testing

Each Camper will be asked to arrive at camp with a negative PCR COVID-19 test completed 48-72

hours prior to arrival day.  We plan to test as needed at the ranch using Rapid Antigen and PCR

testing administered by our Certified Health Team.  This will ensure we have a healthy Trail Cohort

before they head into the backcountry.  

Trail Cabin Cohorts

This year, every trip will be considered a Trail Family Cohort. These groups already feel like

families each summer, so we are just taking it one step further and making it official! These Trail

Family Cohorts will form “family bubbles” which will protect our smaller pods. These groups will

remain together for their entire adventure while at the ranch and in the backcountry.  

Face-Coverings

While face coverings will be part of camp this summer, it is our goal to give your camper lots of

mask-free time throughout their day. Your campers will not need to wear masks when with their

Trail Family Cohort. We expect that campers will need to wear masks during specific times when

distancing with people outside their group cannot be maintained at the ranch or on the trail. Please

plan to pack extra double ply masks for your camper.  Try to stay away from sending disposable

masks. We would like to cut down on the increase of trash in the backcountry that comes with

discarded disposable masks.   

Quarantining/Isolating Sick Campers

While we anticipate a healthy group of campers with our pre-camp testing and healthy practices,

there is no guarantee all campers will test negative for COVID-19.  If this happens, we will quarantine

or isolate the positive or symptomatic camper and will care for them in our infirmary or quarantine

cabin.  This will not be done lightly and will be assessed case-by-case.  
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