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2022 Session Dates
Boys’ Season:  June 12 - July 10
Girls’ Season:  July 14 - August 11

Co-Ed Expeditions Session 1: JuLY 18 - JuLY 31 
Co-Ed Expeditions Session 2: July 20 - August 2



As the days grow longer and the snow begins to melt, the anticipation around the TVRC office is palpable. We had 
the road to the Ranch plowed recently and soon the leadership team will start the transition to ranch life as we prepare 
for our staff and campers’ arrival. With the arrival of spring we feel hopeful that TVRC will run more normally than 
we have since the Pandemic began.

The last two years have taught us that camp is more important than ever before. The friendships and connections 
we forge at camp are at the heart of everything we do. We have learned even more about grit and resilience as we 
have become better and stronger through our experiences and as we have adapted and overcome many challenges. 
As we all yearn for connection and the sense of normalcy we used to know, we have noticed a trend of higher 
numbers of both returning staff and campers than we have in previous years. This trend is rooted in the community 
we are so lucky to call home every summer and the lifelong connections made at TVRC. The desire to be outdoors 
and learn more about nature and the backcountry continues to become more popular which contributes to the rise 
in our enrollment as well. With the help of many members of our community, we are able to continue to offer 
scholarships to deserving families so that more campers than ever can experience our program and the wonders of 
the places we explore. We also have a very healthy enrollment of new campers joining us for Summer 2022 which is 
setting us up for a bright future, too. 

Additionally, our Expeditions program returns this summer as a new adventure inspired by both our experience 
with Outriders and the Expeditions program we ran previously. This summer, we will offer two backcountry trips, 
including the Teton Crest Trail and Grand Climb to our oldest returning campers and outriders. We are also partnering 
with other local youth-serving organizations in the post season to provide the TVRC experience to more kids. 

We owe all our success to those who support and love TVRC. We could not do what we do without those who 
have come before us, those who entrust us with their campers, and the staff who serve us for the summer. We also 
couldn’t do any of this without those who contribute what they can to the upkeep of our property, our program, 
and our scholarship fund. The letters and calls and the encouraging words we receive and the stories that are told 
throughout the year only validate what we all know so well— TVRC is an amazing place and has a great story to 
tell— and we want to share that story with more people because TVRC makes the world a better place. 

More than ever, we are…

Ready to Ride, 

Jim and Cora Ligori
TVRC Camp Directors

Program Letter from the

Camp Directors 
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A NOTE FROM BO AND MARSHALL

Hello Camper Families!
Greetings from your program team! Spring has arrived and we have begun counting down the
days until our staff arrive for training in late May. 

The past two summers have necessarily been different. Good, but different. Looking to these next months, the stage is set for our program to 
shed many of the constraints that recently loomed so large. We are putting the finishing touches on our program schedule for our biggest 
summer yet and cannot wait for the campers to experience the fun we have planned. 

We have a truly exceptional staff on board for the seasons ahead; from our year-round team, to our seasonal leadership team, to our 
counselors, trip leaders, barn assistants, and support staff, we have been blown away by the enthusiasm and passion shown by all. 

TVRC could never have made it to this point without your continuous support. We want to thank you for helping build camp into what 
it is today through the last two summers and the 80 before that. 

For the two of us, leading the program that brought so much joy to our respective childhoods is a dream come true. Knowing that every-
one in our community shares this sentiment, we are humbled and honored to continue growing and celebrating the tradition of TVRC. 
Thank you for your continued trust in, and love of, Teton Valley Ranch Camp. We are thrilled to be a part of the chapter that is to come. 

With the Strength to Lead, and Faith to Follow, 

Bo and Marshall 

Responding to the Call of “Yellowstone Winds”

Last summer, we ran a backpacking trip in Yellowstone for the first time in many years. At Campfire, we often sing about Yellowstone 
winds and how they call us home to the valley that we love. Well, for the second summer in a row we will be following those winds 
through Yellowstone National Park. This summer we will run a total of four trips in YNP 
which is cause for great celebration not only because of Yellowstone’s place as our first 
National Park in a year when it celebrates its 150th birthday, but also because of the iconic 
topography and trails that our campers and trip leaders will embark on as they chase the 
next summit. 

ccacc



Program i                               j 

Welcome New Year-Round Staff Members

As we mentioned in our Fall 2021 edition of the Wrangler, at TVRC we are fortunate to have a wealth of institutional knowledge passed 
down by torch bearers in our community. It is our full time staff members who work to make camp magic every day, steward this  
knowledge, and guide the TVRC experience all year round. Recently, Doug Ross and Paige Nielsen joined the year-round team as Ranch 
Manager and Communications and Fundraising Manager respectively. We are excited to have both of them on the team as we step into the 
2022 season and beyond. 

Doug hails from Long Island, KS a small town of 120 People where he grew up around horses and cattle 
that he showed in 4-H and AQHA shows. He then attended Kansas State University and earned a degree in 
Animal Science. In 2000, Doug saw an ad in the back of Western Horseman magazine offering positions at 
TVRC and applied.  

Doug’s first summer at camp was 2001. At the time, you had to be 21 to be on barn staff, so Doug spent that 
first season as a counselor. After a few years away, he returned in 2004 as the Head of the Barn and spent a 
total of 10 non-consecutive summers in that role. Over his tenure, Doug learned to love Jackson and Dubois, 
all of the wildlife, and the mountains that make up this valley.

After working at TVRC, Doug spent many years living in Texas training AQHA show horses and traveled all over the country showing 
them and coaching amateur clients. More recently, he returned to his family’s farm in Kansas to assist in the ranching operation which 
made his summers more flexible and allowed him to return to TVRC in the summer of 2019 as Head of the Barn. Camp has been a huge 
part of Doug’s life, and through his time at TVRC he has grown to love Jackson and Dubois, all of the wildlife, and the mountains that 
make up this valley. Doug’s tenure at TVRC is so extensive that he is one of the very few staff members who has worked at all three TVRC 
locations.

Paige is originally from Memphis, TN and spent her last few years working as our Parent Coordinator on the 
Ranch and attending Hope College in Holland, MI. 

After moving to Michigan for college, Paige decided that the summer after her freshman year would be her summer 
to spend working at a camp– her summer to “have fun” before worrying about internships and planning for life 
beyond school. Eventually, Paige ended up applying to TVRC and despite not having any prior connections to 
the Ranch, she decided to take a chance on a summer in Wyoming. Spoiler alert– that free summer was way more 
meaningful and formative than just being “fun” and turned into a whole new way of life.

Paige arrived at camp in 2019 as Parent Coordinator and returned in that role for two additional summers. Over her three years on sum-
mer staff, Paige grew to love the myriad of challenges that each summer brought and the chance to invest in fellow staff and campers. A Pack 
Trip with a cabin of Rough Riders her first summer laid the foundation for Paige’s love of the wilderness throughout the Teton Valley. 
Camp holds a special place in Paige’s heart for the unique community it welcomes and for the multidimensional growth it inspires in those 
very community members.

Doug Ross

Paige Nielsen



Tales from       Trail
At TVRC, we proudly call ourselves a “trips camp”. Everything we do on the 
ranch property is essential to the shape of our program as a whole, but it is on 
the trail that we are tested and rise to the occasion and beyond in ways that  
impart skills for success in the future and create memories to last a lifetime. Half 
of our trips program is rooted on foot in our iconic backpacking routes, but the 
other half is firmly seated in the saddle atop a horse riding through the grand 
landscapes we get to call home every summer. 

Pack Trips are one of the many parts of TVRC that are filled with what we call 
the ordinary magic of camp. The experience of cowboy camping under the stars, 
working in a backcountry kitchen, cooking over an open fire, and forming a 
relationship with the animals, both horses and mules, that allow you to explore 
whole new areas of the backcountry are all part of what make Pack Trips a 
treasured opportunity. 

Additionally, the investment of the outfitters we partner with is another reason why Pack Trips 
are a cherished memory for many TVRC campers. Throughout the summer, our Pack Trip leaders 
get the chance to establish a working relationship with these backcountry experts. Outfitters 
do a great deal to scaffold the experience by supplying livestock and offering their expertise in 
horsepacking and backcountry exploration. The line of work of an outfitter is unique because it 
is based in tradition— both community and family— and it is laborious and all-consuming but 
incredibly rewarding. The work of an outfitter is also a learning experience for our campers as 
they watch the investment made in their individual trip and develop respect for outfitters and 
the work they do. 

Some of the best moments on a Pack Trip occur around the campfire during meal time. Sometimes that means getting creative with the  
ingredients you packed on trail from oreo cheesecake to fried chicken and other times it is the simple act of eating around the fire as a  
community or playing games by firelight after dinner. 

Pack Trips are structured as a 4-day, 3-night excursion. On the first day, the group 
rides into the backcountry  and sets up their basecamp, and over the course of the 
next few days, the group embarks upon a series of day trips, usually a day hike and 
day ride for younger campers and sometimes more for older groups. Preparing for a 
Pack Trip involves planning a menu and route, packing food and ensuring the 
panniers (containers used on pack animals) are even in weight so that they can be 
properly secured in the mule train, assigning kids to horses based on the skill-level 
of each camper and horse, and selecting a day ride and day hike for your group.  
Traditionally, TVRC has run two different Pack Trips every summer: Jack Davis 
( JD) and Crystal Creek (CC). JD runs in Bridger Teton National Forest out of 
Turpin Meadows Trailhead and CC runs in the Gros Ventre Wilderness. No matter 
where a trip runs, these adventures are a chance to experience the American West 
in a whole new way.

Pack Trip Leaders learning how to pack a pack string

Cooking in the Backcountry

Campers on CC



Scholarship Funding for Summer 2022  
Yearlings-  2 campers
Rough Riders-  5 campers
Top Hands-  5 campers
Wranglers-  2 campers
Trail Blazers-  0 campers
Expeditions-  1 camper
Total Campers = 15
Total Financial Aid Offered/ Awarded= $70,100/ $70,100

It is due to the generosity of our community that we are able to fund scholarships for 15 
camper this summer for a total of $70,100. This is our biggest year for scholarships ever, 
and we are deeply appreciative that we can provide financial support to all of the families 
who applied for it this year and enable more campers to attend TVRC and benefit from 
the lessons instilled in all we do.

At TVRC, we are committed to passing on the strength to lead and faith to follow as we teach what it means to be “Ready to Ride” to as many 
children as we can. Our core values help teach future generations the resilience and adaptability required to meet the coming challenges of 
the modern world. As outdoor educators for decades, we have promoted the idea of the value of camp as an investment in a child’s life, but 
over the last few years, this truth has been illustrated even more clearly. While the pandemic has brought many new  
challenges, it has also given us the honor to help kids be kids and allowed us the opportunity to introduce more children to the wild and  
wonderful world of our valley and the adventures that are nestled around the twists in every trail we travel. 

And it is for that honor that we step up and put our all into being “Ready to Ride” and passing that ethos on to as many kids as possible  
because camp is more important now than ever.

ccacc
 Giving to TVRC!

It is through the generous support of TVRC families and friends that 
funding the Arena project and summer scholarships is possible. With 
your help, TVRC will begin the important safety and operation updates 
to the rodeo grounds this spring and meet the needs of camper families 
who otherwise would not be able to experience a summer on the 
Ranch. As we continue to look to the future, we remain excited for the 
ways TVRC is growing and continuing to shape the lives of campers 
as they become young leaders. If you have any questions about any of 
these development projects or philanthropy at TVRC, please reach 
out to Paige Nielsen, our Communications and Fundraising Manager, 
at pnielsen@tvrcamp.org.

Foundation Update



Annual Campaign Update - Rodeo Arena Plan 
“let’s go, let’s show, let’s RODEO!”
This spring and summer we will begin work to make the necessary updates to our Rodeo 
Grounds and Arena. Part of this project will be completed through work done by current camper, 
Charlie Hodulik, who will return to TVRC as a Trailblazer for this summer. The project will 
include completely overhauling the arena footing, repairing the existing antler arch, relocating 
part of the berm fencing to increase seating capacity for spectators, adding trees along the side of 
the berm to increase shade, repairs to arena gates and the corrals, adding electrical service to the 
Crowsnest, new PA speakers that will be nearer to the crowd and interface with updated technology, 
and adding flag poles to the Rodeo Grounds.
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Foundation Update

In Memoriam

John Arndt passed away on Oct 18, 2021
Attended TVRC in 1973 and 74.
Brother is Jim Arndt, who was a camper in 1975-76.

Bill Ewing passed away November 27th, 2021
Although Bill never attended TVRC, his children, Adeline, Mary  
Alice, and Becker were all campers as well as many nieces and nephews.

William D. Weiss (Bill) passed away on Thursday, January 6, 2021.
Bill and his wife, Robin, are longtime supporters of TVRC and donated  
the Discovery building at the ranch. His granddaughter, Maddie Ryan, is a  
current Wrangler Candidate, and grandson,  
Charlie Ryan, was a three-year camper.



Teton Valley Ranch Camp
Education Foundation

P.O. Box 4915
Jackson, WY 83001

Receive enewsletters sent every couple months; take part in surveys and discussion boards—www.tvrcamp.org

Enjoy our frequent posts on Facebook—www.facebook.com/TVRCamp

Stay connected with current campers, staff and alumni on Instagram— 
www.instagram.com/TVRCamp

Take a break with our YouTube channel—www.youtube.com/TVRCamp

Ways to Stay in Touch with TVRC
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Rough Rider Patch and Baggage Tag from the 60s 
shared by former camper, Chris Kluge, who remembers 
TVRC fondly including when he participated in a Pony 
Express Mail ride from the Kelly Post Office to the Kelly 
Ranch in 1960.

FUTURE ROUGH RIDERS ADDED TO 
TVRC COMMUNITY

Warren James Walter 
born on December 25, 2021 to Jim Walter and Leslie Muzzy Walter

Wells Edwin Patterson 
born on February 6, 2022 to David and Jamie Patterson 

Wyatt James Emerson 
born on February 28, 2022 to Michael Emerson and Kayla May


