
Family Camp
Arrival: Friday, August 19

Departure: Wednesday, August 24

theWrangler
Teton Valley Ranch Camp Winter 2015/16

2016  Da tes

Expeditions: Teton Crest Trail & Grand Teton Climb
Arrival: Tuesday, July 19      Departure: Sunday, August 7

Boys’ Season
Arrival: Saturday, June 18

Final Rodeo: Saturday, July 16
Departure: Sunday, July 17

Girls’ Season
Arrival: Tuesday, July 19

Final Rodeo: Tuesday, August 16
Departure: Wednesday, August 17

   

  
  

    

     



Letter from the Director

Dear TVRC Friends and Family,

s summer has given way to fall here in the Teton Valley, we have
watched the aspens go from green to gold. In recent days, we have
risen in the morning to discover mountain spires gleaming white
with freshly fallen snow! As our landscape transforms into a winter 
wonderland, the leadership team—like the Indian Paintbrush and
the cottonwoods—is dreaming of warm summer days in Wyoming’s
inspiring mountains and beautiful alpine meadows.

Since joining the TVRC team in April, I have been in a constant state of amazement. While the landscape
is undeniably breathtaking, I have to admit that learning about and participating in this extraordinary
adventure has been far and away the greatest thrill of all! Personally, I hold close to the values of commu-
nity, integrity, adventure, and personal growth. I believe these values are what brought me to this place
and this organization, which has been living these values and providing “peak” experiences for more 
than 75 years!  

I now understand why campers, staff, and alumni feel so connected to this place and to this family. 
You see, I believe what George Bernard Shaw said—“Life isn't about finding yourself. Life is about 
creating yourself.” These experiences help us create who we are are becoming.  Another favorite is 
Joseph Campbell, who once said, “We are all the hero of our own story.” The TVRC experience gives 
us the opportunity to tell an inspiring story of courage, of tenacity, of compassion and friendship that 
will echo through our entire lives and the lives of those closest to us. 

In striving to create the best possible camp experience, TVRC has evolved into a highly unique and 
effective program. When I arrived, I asked myself, “What is it that sets TVRC apart from other great 
camp programs?” The answer developed slowly over the summer, but it is clearly not the fact that we 
run a summer camp program focused on and dedicated to the principles of Positive Youth Development.
Lots of camps do that. So what is it?  TVRC offers campers opportunities in two unique and powerful
areas—western heritage and western adventure. 

When we put on our boots and hats to head down to the barn, we aren’t just playing dress up; we're
engaging in a way of life that has developed in this rugged landscape over hundreds of years.  It involves
ethics like “live each day with courage,” “take pride in your work,” “talk less, say more,” and “ride for the
brand.” At the barn, we have the opportunity to practice these life skills in an environment that calls us 
to our very best.  

When we don our backpacks and head out on the trail, we are not only taking in the beautiful views of
some of America’s most amazing landscapes—we are practicing skills that will serve us for the rest of our
lives. Skills like communication, teamwork, and what Kurt Hahn, the founder of Outward Bound, called
“sensible self-denial.” Learning that we can live cooperatively, simply, and joyfully helps campers build
skills they will use every day to shape a meaningful life. I find it incredibly inspiring that TVRC helps
young people fall in love with and understand the importance of wild places. This is a contribution to the
future of our planet that will bear fruit for generations. Not bad for a little ranch camp tucked up on
Crooked Creek, if you ask me!

I look forward to this coming summer and to the future of TVRC with excitement and great anticipation!
Our leadership team is working hard right now to ensure that we are ready for the adventure of a lifetime
in the summer of 2016 and beyond!

Yours in Camp Spirit,

Matthew Cook, Executive Director
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This year, your gifts to The TVRC Education
Foundation’s annual appeal will benefit our pasture 
project. The pasture project will meet a growing 
need of camp by creating a sustainable habitat for 
our horses. As we continually strive to be good 
stewards of our land, we’re making it a priority to main-
tain the ranch’s native riparian habitat as we create a
healthier environment where our horses can graze.

Ultimately, we are undertaking this project knowing 
it will improve the overall health of our herd.

We ask for your assistance to support this project and
other areas of the camp operation as we continue to
improve the quality of the TVRC experience. To give 
to TVRC, you can visit www.tvrcamp.org/donate.

Board of Directors
Behind the scenes of everything we do at TVRC, there’s a

group of people working tirelessly to support the leadership

team—our board of directors and advisory board. Their

areas of expertise and history with camp may differ, but

their support is constant and powerful. Our board meets

twice each year—once in the spring in one of their home-

towns, and again in the fall at the ranch. Collectivity, our

board and advisory board comprises: 

• 36 years as campers

• 50 years as staff members

• 80 years as camper parents

• 22 years as staff parents

Their experience and historical knowledge of camp is price-

less, and we appreciate everything they do to support camp!

Board of Directors
Jennie Berliant
Karen Casey
Mike Duncan
Annie Egan
Chris Hadley
Matt Karres
Peter Kenyon
Betsy Martindale
Wally McLallen

Robbin Levy Mommsen
Will Northrop
Joe Ragland
Kate Schutt
Crossan Seybolt
Sheryl Tishman

Advisory Board
Terry May
Phoebe Muzzy

Pasture Project

The Foundation



We kicked off the 2015 summer with a beautiful, sun-
shiny boys’ season Arrival Day this June! We welcomed
270 campers and 94 staff members from around the
world to the ranch. Our campers experienced beautiful
days hiking and riding through the Wyoming wilder-
ness, and nights spent beneath a starry sky. In camp, 
we raced barrels, made cherished gems in lapidary,
cheered on friends in the Olympics, and ended each 
day around the campfire ring. Campers left TVRC 
sitting a little taller in the saddle, and with friendships
and memories to last a lifetime!

In addition to our regular camp program, we saw 
another successful year for our Expeditions program!
Nine students embarked on an 11-day backpack of the
stunning Teton Crest Trail, forming lifelong friendships
along the way. Our students closed out their time in

Wyoming with a summit attempt of the Grand Teton.
While weather prevented them from reaching the top of
the Grand, the group was able to summit The Enclosure
at an impressive 13,280 feet!  

We capped off a great summer season with our Family
Camp. We welcomed seven families with campers of all
ages to end the summer on a high note in August.  The
week was filled with day trips, family overnights, horse-
back riding, and fun-filled campfires! 

As always, our summer was a success thanks to the
entire TVRC community. We would like to thank the
staff, campers, parents, alumni, and friends who made
such an extraordinary summer possible. We look for-
ward to seeing everyone back in 2016!

Summer Review



NewFaces atCamp

Matty Cook-Executive Director
Matty joined us at TVRC this summer after working as

camp director at Hole in the Wall Gang Camp in Ashford,

CT for 13 years. Matty grew up in New England and was

first drawn west when he completed Outward Bound’s

instructor course in Colorado in 1989. Matty studied out-

door education and ultimately graduated with a bachelor 

of science degree in psychology from Northern Arizona

University. He also earned his master’s in social work from

Arizona State University. Matty and his wife, Marcia, and

their three kids, Scarlette, Genevieve, and Thatcher, all

made the move to Victor, Idaho this summer! Matty’s focus

on youth development and intentional programming make

him a fantastic addition to the TVRC team. We’re so excited

to have the entire Cook family at camp with us!

Mike Dowell-Trips Director
Mike returned for his third summer at the ranch in 2015.

After starting as a trip leader and head of fly fishing in 2013

and 2014, he joined the year-round team this summer. 

Mike is originally from Kirkwood, MO, and learned about 

camp from former executive director Tom Holland—

Mike’s high school history teacher!  Mike graduated from

Southeast Missouri State University with a degree in out-

door leadership and recreation. We’re thrilled to have him

back at camp and see his influence on our backcountry

trips program!

Mariana Silliman-Program Director
Mariana has held many roles at camp—camper, summer

staff member, and now, program director. She grew up in

Wilmington, DE and spent summers in Wyoming as a

camper. In her time away from camp, Mariana graduated

from The University of Puget Sound with a bachelor of arts

in English literature in 2011. After graduation, Mariana

worked as a teacher, and ultimately earned her master’s

degree in education. Mariana brings a wonderful skill set 

to the table and we’re happy to see her back at camp for 

her eleventh year!

 

TVRC is excited to introduce three new additions to 
the year-round leadership team. This summer, we welcomed 

Matty, Mariana, and Mike to the ranch! 



Ashleigh Scully (Camper ’15) recently completed her
first year at TVRC as a Rough Rider and is excited to
return to camp this summer with her younger sister,
Kelsey. Ashleigh has been visiting Wyoming for the 
past several years, staying as a guest at a ranch along 
the North Platte, and most recently, spending family
vacations in Jackson Hole. A young wildlife photogra-
pher, Ashleigh enjoys spending time in Wyoming due
to the variety of wildlife and scenery that it offers. 
She has photographed extensively in Yellowstone and
Grand Teton National Parks. “TVRC has been a great
experience for me. I have learned to be comfortable in
the backcountry, and I know that this will help me as a
wildlife photographer. I hope to be able to explore more
of Wyoming in future years, and I know that my time 
at TVRC will give me the confidence to do so.” On her
drive over Togwotee Pass on her way to camp last sum-
mer, Ashleigh photographed a young grizzly bear on a
deer carcass in some willows along the roadside. “This is
why I love Wyoming so much,” Ashleigh says. “You never
know what you might find.” Ashleigh is looking forward
to bringing her camera with her to camp next summer. 
You can see more of Ashleigh’s photography at 
www.ashleighscullyphotography.com.

Maren Muenchinger Harrison (Camper ’87-’88, Staff ’93)
lives in Washington, DC with her husband, Chuck, 
their two sons, Ryan and Mac, and daughter Lyle.  
After sharing summers in the 80s with her siblings,
Kiersten and Mark, as a camper, then returning as a
nanny for the Palmer family during a college summer
break, she is thrilled to share her TVRC experience with
Ryan.  He will begin as a Yearling this summer and is
the third generation in his family to call Teton Valley
home. His grandfather, Fred Muenchinger, worked as a
counselor, then trail cook for Jack Davis in the early ‘60s.
Maren looks forward to spending summers in Jackson
Hole again and reliving her memories through Ryan’s
experiences.

Liz Andrews (Staff '10-'14) currently resides in the 
highest city in the United States, Leadville, CO, at 
10,200 feet. Liz teaches English and history to high
school juniors at the High Mountain Institute, teaching

regular curriculum in the classroom, and taking the stu-
dents on three two-week long backpacks each semester. 
When reflecting on the minute decisions and details of
Liz's life, she attributes much of where she ended up
today to the small decision made in her college dorm
room as a 19-year-old to take a job at a ranch in Dubois,
WY. Nurturing a love for the great outdoors, inspiring
confidence and leadership in teenagers, and discovering
her true passion for education were all ignited, fueled,
and fostered during her time at TVRC. When not in the
classroom, Liz loves to backcountry ski, play around in
the Sawatch and Mosquito ranges, daydream of the
Tetons, and train for the Leadville 100, a 100-mile ultra
race Liz is running in August to honor the life of
Catherine Nix (Staff '07-'13).

Casey Emmett (Staff ’06-’07) is holding down the fort 
in New York City in his fifth year helping to build
Health Warrior, one of the fastest growing food startups
in the country. The company began as an experiment 
in whether it was possible to make a packaged snack
definitively nutritious, delicious, and widely available. 
So far, so good: its Chia Bar is the only bar with a super-
food as the primary ingredient, and it’s available nation-
wide. He gives much of the credit to a work habit honed
at camp: “Rarely do you meet brilliant folks who are
accustomed to waking up with the sun, working all 
seven days on a loop, and maintaining a joyful attitude
throughout. This is what’s required both at TVRC and 
a successful food startup, and as such we’ve recruited 
heavily from camp. Health Warrior has yet to mandate a
Sunday rodeo, but it’s on the list.” At last count, there are
at least three former TVRC staff employed full time at
Health Warrior, and “many more” who are part time or
just great friends of the company. “We absolutely would
not be where we are without the support of TVRC fami-
ly,” he says. Prior to Health Warrior, Casey worked for the
Obama campaign and a few nonprofits. You can follow
Casey and the Health Warrior team at @health_warrior
and www.healthwarrior.com.

News from the
Pony Express

Continuing the Tradition: 



As we know, Teton Valley Ranch Camp is located in a remote,
rugged corner of the world. We are also aware that the world
around us and its climate are constantly changing. This fall,
we experienced some of the effects of this change firsthand
with the Crooked Creek Fire, which is named for the small
tributary that meanders through camp property.

On September 28, we
received word that a fire
popped up less than a mile
west of Sand Butte—the
highest point on TVRC
property and a frequent hike
for our campers and staff.
The fire was burning across
US Forest Service and
Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) lands,
as well as a portion of the
ranch property. 

The majority of the fire activity and growth took place
between September 28 and October 3. During this time, 
the fire burned across 359 acres. In order to control the fire,
several agencies responded with both ground and air attack.
Air attack included two helicopters and an air tanker. The
helicopters dropped water over the fire, while the air tanker
dropped fire retardant material. We even had a smoke jumper
crew respond by digging hand lines to
create a fire break! 

The firefighting personnel did ever-
thing they could with the equipment
they had in place to contain the fire. 
We knew that only Mother Nature
would fully extinguish the fire, and 
waited patiently. On October 3, we
received the answer we were waiting 

for and saw a significant rainstorm that extinguished the
majority of the fire. This fall, US Forest Service and BLM 
personnel went through rehabilitation procedures to reclaim
damaged and improved areas of the ranch. 

Ultimately, we were very fortunate that the fire spared camp’s
structures, and we are able to look back at this situation as an
incredible learning experience!

How will we use this as a lesson?
We are excited to use this experience as an educational piece
for our camp program for years to come. We are currently
developing curriculum and have many ideas about how we
will be able to use the fire as a learning opportunity. BLM and
US Forest Service personnel, along with local authorities, will

be able to visit the ranch in the summer
months and talk with us about the impacts
and benefits of a large-scale fire like this.
We also have an opportunity to develop
small case studies to monitor vegetation
and wildlife throughout the burn area and
where fire retardant material was dropped.
Finally, we’ll be able to use the space in the
summer months for wildlife viewing. 

Crooked Creek Fire

• The fire burned across 359 acres.

• Local, county, BLM and US Forest Service agencies helped 
respond, as well as a Rocky Mountain incident management 
team out of Oregon.

• Hotshot crews from Wyoming, Utah, Colorado, Idaho, Oregon, 
Washington, and Montana responded.

• More than 250 individuals helped respond to the fire.

• The only structural damage from the fire was to a fence line.

• None of the historic tie hack cabins on ranch property 
were damaged.

• The fire area is a known habitat to gray wolf, Canada lynx, 
grizzly bear, moose, elk, mule deer, and pronghorn. Much of the 
area is crucial winter range for these animals. 

• In the future, the burn area will be an amazing wildlife habitat 
with new vegetation and new growth.

A Learning Moment

The Quick Facts

An air tanker drops fire retardant material.

A helicopter syphons water from 
Wright’s Pond to drop over the fire.      

The view of the fire as seen from Highway 26.  
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2016 Roundup Tour
The TVRC team may be heading your way this January and February for the annual Roundup Tour. 

Specific dates and locations will be listed at www.tvrcamp.org/rounduptour as they become available. 

Roundups are a great way to learn more about TVRC and stay in touch with the camp community. 
We’d love for you to join us and encourage you to bring family and friends that may be interested in TVRC!

Teton Serenade
I know a place where the mountain spires

Reach to the sky, to the heavens above,

Where cool sparkling streams, and the crystal waters,

Flow through the land, I've learned to love.

I've taken the trail with my horse and saddle,

I've hiked the way, of the mountain man.

I'm hard as a nail and a real rough rider,

Now you can see, how tough I am!

I'll always dream, of the Teton Valley,

When I return, I long to roam,

Up high on a hill, where the Wranglers wander,

So I can call, Teton Valley home.

Like our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/TVRCamp

Ways to 
Stay in Touch

Follow us on Instagram: 
@tvrcamp

Check out our videos on YouTube:
www.youtube.com/TVRCamp


