
Welcome to the KALE (Kids Agricultural Learning Experience) Program Guide, and thank you for your
interest in connecting your students to the environment in an authentic and experiential way! This guide is
intended to give you a further look into the content of both our in-class visit and field trip, present a
sample schedule of what your trip might look like, and address logistics for planning your experience at
our farm.
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In The Classroom: 30-45 Minute Lesson

Our goals for our visit to your classroom are to establish a familiar face from the farm, introduce the farm
as an ecosystem and some ecology basics to give students a working vocabulary, and prepare them for
what they will encounter while on their field trip. We believe that setting students up for success means
giving them clear expectations of the experience they are going to have. Therefore, we will be spending a
large portion of the lesson describing our farm and opening up space for questions and comparisons to
other ecological experiences your students may have had. Some components of the farm ecosystem we
will cover during our lesson and farm introduction include producers, consumers, pollinators,
decomposers, and compost.

At The Farm: 4-5 Hour Field Trip

Our goals for your visit to our farm are to actualize our in class lesson through hands-on experience,
exemplify our role in the food cycle, and explore sustainability as an approach not only applicable to the
practices of a farm, but in your students’ everyday lives as well. With several different kinds of livestock,
working produce and flower gardens, and an orchard all located alongside the Green River itself, our farm
is the ideal space for your students to connect concepts to concrete, joyful experiences of the natural
world.
Both portions of our KALE program align with both North Carolina and South Carolina State Education
Standards. Our curriculum meets many standards in both Earth and Life Science for grades K through
Eighth, as well as some standards in Physical Science for grades K through Second. Our curriculum is
also deeply aligned with high school standards for Earth/Environmental Science, as well as standards for



Biology. If there are any specific topics that your class has covered that you would like to see represented
in our field trip curriculum, please let us know and we will do our best to incorporate them into your
experience at the farm. We value constructing our experience to best supplement your educational goals
for your students!

Here is a sample schedule of what a day at our farm might look like for your
class:
10:00am: Arrive & Unload Bus
10-10:15am: Meet your mentors, name games, & bathroom break
10:15-10:30am: Introduction to GRP farm
10:30-11:00am: Activity 1- Orchard experience & pollinators
11:00-11:30am: Activity 2- Meet the animals & walk-in brooder
11:30-12:00am: Activity 3- River ecology & exploration
12:00-12:45pm: Lunch
12:45-1:15pm: Activity 4- Seeding, sorting, & compost
1:15-1:45pm: Activity 5- Vegetable picking & garden exploration
1:45-2:00pm: Final bathroom break, pack up bus, & closing circle
2:00pm: Depart for home

What to Bring:
Every outdoor experience requires some preparation to keep all participants happy and healthy! While we
make sure our farm is ready to welcome you, here is how you can make sure your students are ready for
our farm!

Must Haves:
Water bottle
Shoes that can get dirty



Raincoat
Sunscreen (Bring your own or share with a friend)
Forms
Lunch
A backpack to carry everything

Optional:
Camera
Journal
Hat
Water shoes for river exploration

Next Steps: Planning Your Trip

➢ We host the field trip portion of our program on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays beginning in
the last week of March, however, we can accommodate other dates as needed. To see our
available dates, please visit our KALE page on the GRP website. To schedule your trip, please
email us with potential dates, as well as your student and chaperone numbers.

➢ About two months (February) before your field trip date, we will be in touch to schedule our
classroom visit(s). At this time, we will also want to know what your class has been learning
about ecology and environmental science. This will help us gauge how to best shape our
classroom visit to meet your students where they are.

➢ Prior to your field trip, we will send a Health Risk and Release form, as well as a Covid-19
Supplemental Disclosure and Acknowledgement form, both of which need to be sent home and
signed by parents, as well as teachers/chaperones.

➢ In the days leading up to your visit, we will resend you our field trip packing list and directions
for the best route of travel from your location, as well as any weather updates if necessary.

➢ Payment for the field trip portion of KALE is due on the day of your visit to our farm. We will
send an invoice in advance, but please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions/concerns
about financing your trip.

Weather Policy:
Just like any other day on the farm, we run KALE rain or shine! It is important that students bring a
raincoat, however, we will be able to provide some extra rain supplies for those who need them. If the
forecast in days prior to your trip is predicting thunder/lightning, we will communicate with you if it is
necessary to schedule an alternate date for your trip.

https://greenriverpreserve.org/school-programs/kale


Directions to Our Farm:
Please do not use the address for Green River Preserve itself for your trip to our farm. Please use 6371
Green River Road, Zirconia, NC 28790
➢ From I-26, take Hwy 25 South towards Greenville
➢ Take Exit 3 to Green River Road
➢ Turn right at the stop sign, heading West toward Dupont State Forest
➢ Our farm is 6 miles down Green River Road, on the left. It is the last house before the pavement

turns into gravel. The house is gray with green shutters.

If you have any questions or thoughts about our program or planning your trip, please feel free to reach
out to americorps@greenriverpreserve.org and catherine@greenriverpreserve.org

We appreciate you taking the time to learn more about KALE, and look forward to learning together soon!
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