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A Letter from the Directors

A camp is more than buildings, equipment and scenery…it is a community. 

A vibrant community where each camper contributes to the cooperative

spirit that makes camp such a magical place. When Bob's parents Irwin and

Mildred Rhodes founded Deerkill (Dutch for "deer stream") in 1958, they

wanted to create a community where campers would be happy to explore

their curiosity, develop new skills, form friendships, and of course have 

fun.  Now, more than 50 years later Deerkill Day Camp is still owned and 

directed by the Rhodes family and it is still that special place.

As directors we continue to follow a few guiding principles that are as vital

today as they were in 1958:

We believe a mature staff makes the difference. Each of our individual

groups is led by a college graduate. We have a highly professional staff

that provides a warm and supportive environment encouraging curiosity

and individual growth.

We limit enrollment and provide spacious and un-crowded grounds to

ensure that our campers have every opportunity to learn and have fun. 

We promote a community spirit that includes both our campers and

their families.  Our open visiting policy and our free family weekend

pool club provide parents with an opportunity to participate in our 

wonderful camp experience.

We make every effort to keep parents connected with their child’s

camp experience. We are always available to meet with parents or to

answer their questions by phone or email. 

Our family invites you to come visit us and discover why generations 

of campers have returned year after year to be a part of the feeling 

of community, the proud tradition, and the endless fun they have 

always found at Deerkill. 

Bob and Karen Rhodes

Todd Rothman and Rebecca Rhodes Rothman

Be a part of it!
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Be a part of our...Tradition
Summers pass, campers grow and friendships are formed. Through it all, our proud 

tradition as a family camp continues. An exceptionally mature staff, a dynamic 
program, caring personal attention and outstanding facilities have defined the

Deerkill experience for generations of campers.

Be a part of our... Community
A place that quickly feels like home to new campers and has become a home 

to our returning campers and staff. A true community where everyone’s 
contribution is recognized and valued and where campers, staff and parents are 

all part of the Deerkill family.

Be a part of our... Fun
Splash in the pool, swing the bat, build a toy boat, paddle a kayak, ride a 

horse, shoot an arrow.  Whether on the field, in the pool or in the studio our
campers build self-confidence while they enjoy all that Deerkill has to offer. 
And sometimes it’s just about plain old fun like our shows and annual events 

such as Mystery Night and Carnival.

Traditional day camp for boys and girls ages 3 to 14
Serving Manhattan, Hoboken, Bergen, Rockland, and Orange Counties
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About Our Staff & Directors

A Truly Mature Staff Makes The Difference
Like all excellent camps we have a low camper to staff ratio. We also have an exceptionally mature staff.  At 
Deerkill each individual group is led by a teacher (or college graduate attending graduate school). The group leader, 
who is always supported by a college student, is with the group throughout the day. In younger groups there are also 
additional assistants.

Deerkill believes in careful coaching and individual growth rather than competition. Many of our specialty heads and 
group leaders have been with us for years, and we are proud that so many of our counselors are former campers.  
We have great morale and a staff that really enjoys working with children.  

The Directors
Todd Rothman (B.A. Tufts University, M.B.A. New York University Stern School of Business) was a camper and 
counselor for many years at an overnight camp in Cape Cod before coming to Deerkill. Todd oversees day-to-day 
operations at camp during the off-season. He has served as President of the Rockland Westchester Day Camp 
Association.

Rebecca Rhodes Rothman (B.A. Washington University in St. Louis, M.S. Teachers College at Columbia) started at 
Deerkill as a 3-year old “Dolphin” and has worked as a counselor and then as Waterfront Director at Deerkill. 
Rebecca is also a licensed speech-language pathologist who works with young children during the off-season. Todd 
and Rebecca have 3 children of their own. 

Robert I. Rhodes (B.A. University of Michigan, M.A. Columbia, Ph.D. Princeton) was a counselor at Deerkill during 
his college years and returned after ten years as a college professor.  Robert and Irwin Rhodes co-authored 
“Fundamentals of Day Camping,” published by the American Camp Association. 

Karen Rhodes (B.S. Barnard College, M.A. Brooklyn College, Ph.D. Fordham) is a licensed psychologist and ACA 
certifi ed camp director. Karen was also a school psychologist for many years and currently has a private family 
therapy practice.  

We are always on the grounds during the day and are available by phone to answer your questions in the evening.



 Why Deerkill?

  1.  Deerkill is a Family Camp
Deerkill is a 3rd-generation family business celebrating over 60 years in the Rhodes family. We do not have 
a large administrative staff that separates the directors from parents and children. We are always on the 
grounds during the day, answer our own telephone at night and are available throughout the summer.  

 2.  A Truly Mature Staff
Each individual group is led by experienced college graduates, usually a teacher. The fi rst assistant in each 
group is a college student. Our 16 specialty programs are taught by true professionals.

 3.  Professional Compensation for a Professional Staff
We do not allow tipping, a major source of compensation at most camps. Our counselors enjoy working with 
children and are well paid so we are able to retain a truly experienced staff. We are proud that many of our 
counselors are former campers.

 4.  Small Groups
We have 16 to 20 campers in a group led by a college graduate with college and high school student assistants. 
At Deerkill, whether a group is on the ball fi eld or at a specialty, it is the only group at that activity. We 
never combine groups and periods are a full 40 minutes.

 5.  Air-Conditioned Mini-Bus
Our children are picked up at their own doors in air-conditioned mini buses with professional drivers and bus 
counselors. In Hoboken and Weehawken we provide convenient central locations for pick-up and drop-off. 

 6.  Free Weekend Club On Saturdays and Sundays For Our Parents and Children
During the summer, we open our facilities, including our 110-foot pool and our athletic fi elds, for use by our 
campers’ families free of charge. On weekends, campers love to come to camp to show their parents how 
much progress they’ve made in the pool.  

 7.  Superb Facilities and Program In A Small Camp
Deerkill is one of the smaller of the major camps in the area - some are nearly twice our size in enrollment. 
At Deerkill, we have more than ample indoor space and a highly diverse program. Each of our ten specialty 
buildings is large and well equipped. On rainy days we also use our gymnasium, three mini-gyms, and other 
large covered areas to provide an active and varied program.

 8.  Very Small Swimming Groups
Campers are taught in groups of up to 6 children for a full 40 minutes each day by a Red Cross Certifi ed 
Lifeguard assisted by a group counselor (a 3:1 ratio). Our pools are heated to 82 degrees and beginners are 
taught in a shallow pool. Swimming is a vital part of Deerkill’s camp program.

 9.  Open Visiting and Secure Grounds
Because we are not crowded and have a professional staff, we welcome visits by parents. Our gate keeper 
will direct you to sign in at our offi ce. We never have more than a few visitors and parents appreciate our 
open visiting policy. Deerkill is located in a quiet suburban area and is surrounded by a fence.

 10.  Competitive Rates
Because our family has owned our property for many years, we can afford to limit camper enrollment and 
provide a competitive pricing structure for our families. We provide both a better camp environment 
and a better value in camping.



Program & Activities

 Superb Facilities
Deerkill is located on a beautiful wooded 15-acre site. Our pools are heated to 82 degrees, and beginning swimmers 
have their own shallow pool. Our many soccer and softball fi elds vary in size to accommodate both younger and older 
campers. We have outdoor and indoor basketball courts, an adventure complete course with a 38 foot climbing wall 
and two 250 foot ziplines, archery, and large pavilions for dance, gymnastics, yoga and martial arts. We also have 
two hockey courts, two tennis courts, a pickleball court, and four handball courts. For aspiring actors, we have a 
real theater with seating capacity for 200. For our young artists we have a ceramics studio with potters’ wheels 
and kilns, a woodworking shop with a full complement of hand tools, and a digital movie making and photography 
studio that provides children with the opportunity to take, edit, and create their own movies and photos. Horseback 
riding is available as an elective at a nearby leading instructional stable. We are one of the very few camps that 
have enough indoor space to offer a real camp program in the rain.

Camp Programs
 Flippers and Dolphins (Pre-K)

 Our littlest campers, known as our “Flippers” and “Dolphins”, have their own spacious building and playground. 
But most of the time they are off doing the same things that the big kids do. They have age appropriate 
daily swim instruction, ball sports, and specialty periods in nature, gymnastics, boating, arts and crafts, ceramics, 
cooking, theater arts, yoga, and dance. A morning snack, a rest after lunch and a refreshment in the afternoon 
to ensure that our littlest campers have a program that is paced just right. A 3- or 5-day program is available.

 Junior Camp Program (Entering Kindergarten or 1st grade)
 Once campers graduate from our pre-k program, their program broadens to include eight daily activities and 
lunch. We encourage our junior campers to experience a taste of all that Deerkill has to offer — a well-balanced 
program of athletics, swim instruction and free swim, and specialty periods. Our specialty periods include 
nature, tennis, gymnastics, boating, arts and crafts, woodworking, ceramics, tech lab, cooking, martial arts, 
theater arts, yoga, adventure course, and dance.

 Upper Camp Program (Entering 2nd to 9th Grade) 
  Daily Club
    As our campers grow older we offer an increasingly fl exible program with additional elective periods. For our 

Daily Club elective, campers entering 2nd grade and older can choose from among 40 clubs including our 
athletics and specialties as well as additional choices such as rocketry, chess, macrame, pickleball, creative 
writing and friebee golf among others. The rest of their day is a balanced program of athletics, 16 specialty 
activities, and twice daily swimming. One swim period is instructional; the other is a recreational swim. 

 
  Quest Elective
    For our campers who are entering 5th grade and older, our Quest elective program offers them the opportunity 

to choose a program that is almost entirely athletic, a program that concentrates heavily in the creative 
and performing arts, or a mixture of the two. Campers eligible for the Quest program choose one specialty 
elective per week and work with our professional specialists on a project tailored specifi cally to their interests.

 STARs (Service, Training, Adventure, Responsibility) (Entering 10th grade)
 Deerkill prides itself on our “homegrown” staff. Many of our staff are former Deerkill campers who graduated 
from our STAR program. Our STARs spend half their day assisting our group and specialty counselors while 
they enjoy all of our regular camp activities the other half of the day. Our STARs have six trips (two overnight) 
during the summer. STARs who are ready to advance become junior counselors the following summer.



Swimming 
Many parents choose Deerkill because of the superb reputation of our swimming program. All campers have swimming 
twice a day in our heated pools. Campers have a 40-minute period of swim instruction in a small group taught by 
American Red Cross-certified instructors and a 40-minute free swim period. Beginners receive instruction in shallow 
pools designed specifically for teaching younger children. Campers who are entering 2nd grade and older can also 
choose to swim during our elective “club hour”. Our excellent swimming staff makes sure that all campers learn to 
swim and that advanced swimmers perfect their strokes and improve rapidly.

Specialty Activities
We have a wide variety of creative specialty programs taught by true professionals in well-designed specialty  
buildings. Specialty programs include: 
 Adventure Course Dance Nature & Science
 Arts & Crafts  Digital Photography Tech Lab 
 Archery  Gymnastics Theater Arts  
 Boating  Horseback Riding Woodworking 
 Ceramics Martial Arts  Yoga
 Cooking  Movie Making  
 
Athletics
During sports activities, we emphasize “instructional fun,” not competition. Our counselors always pick the teams  
so that no one is always selected first or last! Our group counselors are selected in part because of their 
knowledge of team sports. They work with our athletic director to provide appropriate levels of instruction. 
Athletic activities include:
 Basketball Kickball Soccer
 Dodgeball Miniature Golf Softball/Tee-Ball
 European Handball Nerf/Street Hockey Tennis/Pickle ball
 Gaga Pedal Carts Volleyball 
 
Daily Club Choices
For our daily “club hour”, campers who are entering 2nd grade and older can choose from among 25 various clubs  
including almost all of our athletic and specialty activities and additional fun choices such as:
 Book Club  Frisbee Golf Play Deck (ping pong, foosball)
 Can Jam  Jewelry Making R/C Helicopters
 Chess  Legos Robotics  
 Creative Writing Macramé  Rocketry 

Special Events and Trips
 • Weekly theme days (e.g. “Halloween Day”, “Wild West Day”)
 • Monthly trips (Children’s Museum, Zoo, River Cruise)
 • Weekly trips for oldest campers (Great Adventure, Mountain Creek)
 • Annual traditional events (Theme Night, Carnival, Field Day)
 • Weekly shows (e.g. Concerts, Magicians, Jugglers)



FAQ’s

What does “Deerkill” mean?
Our name is of Dutch origin and means “deer stream”. When Irwin and Mildred Rhodes purchased the camp in 1958 
it was called “Deerkill Park Country Club” and consisted of a pool and just a few buildings.

Where is Suffern, New York?
We are located in Rockland County just 30 minutes north of the George Washington Bridge (Exit 11 off the Palisades 
Parkway) on the border of northern New Jersey (minutes from Mahwah), in close proximity to Bergen and Orange 
County.

Where do Deerkill campers come from?
Deerkill attracts campers from many areas in and around New York and New Jersey. Campers come from throughout 
Manhattan, Hoboken and Montclair, as well as Rockland, Bergen and Orange Counties.  

What are the hours of camp and what is a typical day?
The camp runs from Monday through Friday 9 AM to 4:00 PM. A typical day includes a mix of athletics, instructional  
 and free swim, and specialty activities with a mid-day break for a lunch and an afternoon break for refreshments. 
 We also have weekly theme days, shows and trips throughout the summer.

How does transportation work?
Campers are picked up at their own doors in air-conditioned mini buses with both professional drivers and bus 
counselors. In Hoboken and Weehawken, we provide convenient central locations for pick-up and drop-off.

What sessions are available for my child to attend camp?
Campers can attend Deerkill for 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 weeks. New campers may also attend for a 2 week session their 
fi rst year.

What is included in the tuition?
 • Transportation by air-conditioned mini buses supervised by bus counselors
 • Hot lunches prepared daily in our own kitchen
 • Family weekend pool club
 • Field trips, shows and all camp supplies
 • Ice cream and ices for afternoon snack
 • Daily towel service
 • Group photo, camp shirt and backpack
 • There are no hidden charges at Deerkill and we have a NO TIPPING policy

Do you really have a free family weekend pool club?
Yes, the families of Deerkill campers are invited to use our pool (with lifeguards) and athletic facilities for 
8 weekends, plus the the July 4th holiday from 12 - 5 at no extra charge. This is one of the ways we make 
sure our camper parents feel like a part of our Deerkill community.

Are there any extra charges?
We do offer horseback riding at a local stable as an elective for campers who are 6 and older for an additional cost.



Are you an American Camp Association (ACA) accredited camp?
Yes, as an ACA camp we meet over 300 rigorous standards for health, safety, and program quality.

What is your camper to staff ratio?
We have a 3 to 1 ratio overall and an exceptionally mature staff. At Deerkill each individual group is led by a college 
graduate. This group leader, who is always supported by at least one college student, is with the group throughout 
the day and available for parents throughout the summer. In the younger groups there are also additional assistants. 

Do you have a nurse or EMT on staff?
Yes, we have a registered nurse or EMT on the campus at all times.

Will my child learn to swim at Deerkill?
We are especially proud of our swimming program. At Deerkill, young campers quickly become comfortable in our 
heated and shallow beginners pool. We have small swimming groups led by experienced instructors. 

When can I visit my child at camp?
Parents may visit any day from 9:30 to 11 AM and from 1:00 PM to 3:30 PM. Parents appreciate our open visiting 
policy. All you have to do is get a nametag from our gatekeeper and sign in at our office. We will escort you to your 
child’s group.  

Do you offer childcare before and after camp hours?
We work with day care programs in a variety of locations. We will do our very best to pick up and drop off your 
child in order to accommodate your schedule.

What happens at camp when it rains?
We are one of the very few camps that have enough indoor space to offer a real camp program in the rain. Campers 
follow a complete “rainy day schedule” full of indoor activities.

What if my child doesn’t like the hot lunch?
We always offer alternatives to the hot lunch including cheese, tuna, turkey or soybutter and jelly sandwiches. However,  
we do encourage our campers to try the hot lunch, as this is part of their learning experience. We ensure that all 
of our campers are provided with a full meal and will work with parents whose children have dietary restrictions, 
including allergies. 

Can my child be in a group with their friend?
We honor one request per camper when assigning our groups. Additional requests are handled on an individual basis. 
We do encourage all of our campers to make new friends in their groups.

How can I contact the owners/directors during the summer?
The owners/directors can always be contacted by email or phone until late in the evening Sunday to Thursday.

When can I visit the camp for a tour?
We offer tours almost every weekend and most weekdays.  This is the best way to get to know what the Deerkill 
community has to offer your child. Please check out our website (www.deerkilldaycamp.com) for upcoming tour 
dates and then call us at (845) 354-1466 or email us at directors@deerkilldaycamp.com to schedule a tour.

What Parents are Saying

I was most impressed with the quality of the group leaders, the strong representation of 
former campers who are now counselors, and your hands on involvement in all phases of camp’s 
operation. You have created a true family atmosphere and it really shows!
 ~ Mike

As a parent, I can’t begin to express how happy I am that we chose to send our daughter to 
you this year.  Never once did we worry she was having fun and being well taken care of. Each 
staff member was incredible, one better than the next!
 ~ Tiffany W.

 I have been so reassured by the bus crew on our route, whose concern for the safety of our  
kids is very appreciated.
 ~ Liz

 It’s a terrific idea to open the camp to families on weekends. Our son really got a kick out of  
showing his friends around “his camp” and it makes us feel more content knowing that he is  
comfortable in the surroundings.
 ~ Carol

I want to thank you and everyone at Deerkill for how wonderful you were with our son in  
the past two years.  I attribute a lot of his improvements with swimming, sports and social 
interactions to his experiences at Deerkill Day Camp and and this amazing staff.
 ~ Michele R.

My kids both learned to swim there at a very early age and I now have the confidence when 
we are at the beach or a pool to let them enjoy the water without fear.
 ~ Max R.

The staff gives 100%, the variety of activities let’s campers experience things they normally  
wouldn’t and the grounds are impeccable. My son asks daily about going back and of course we  
have already signed him up. No questions asked, Deerkill has it all!
 ~ O.S.
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